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"A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that
ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have
love one to another." - John 13:34,35
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- Donald Klieves, Ed Kelleher, elders, West Columbia church of Christ, SC

We rejoice to announce that Jerry Manning has agreed to join us here in
West Columbia to do the work of an Evangelist and full time minister of the
Gospel. Here’s what we told prospective ministers we wanted:
We want the lost to be added to the Lord’s church and have the church
grow in love and the fullness of Christ (Eph 4:11-13) so we all might be
presented to our Lord, holy and without blemish.
We're looking for an Evangelist and minister - a spark plug for personal
work and evangelism to help us do that. The church wants to support a
man, with his family, who has the zeal, desire, training, experience and
aptitude to preach and teach the word to: 1) The lost, that they might be
added to the church and, 2) Those in the church, that they would grow
spiritually, in faith, zeal and love and be able to teach others.
Brother Manning, his wife Lynn and 3 of their 6 boys, John (17), Evan (13) and
Daniel (11) visited this last Sunday and Monday and all who met them agree they’re
what we’re looking for and fit right in at West Columbia.
Jerry obeyed the gospel in 1985 at the Northside church of Christ in Rochester
NY. While there, he helped establish the Northside Christian Academy and taught
high school while working nights at Eastman Kodak. From the very beginning, he
was active in evangelistic work, teaching home Bible studies 3 times a week with
over 100 baptisms as a result. He went on to help establish churches in Allentown
and Hamelin NY and spent 6 years with his family in the inner city of Rochester NY
preaching and teaching. After his 2nd son Ryan graduated from Memphis School of
Preaching (MSOP) in June of 2004, Jerry decided he also wanted to go study there.
He started at MSOP in August of 2004 and graduated this June. After finishing
some summer courses, he and the family will be moving here later in the summer.
Jerry and the elders spent a good bit of time talking and visiting with members
and non-members of the church and we can attest to his zeal, humility, friendliness,
knowledge and faith in God’s word. Let’s pray the Lord will bless the work and
church here, that we might humbly bring much fruit and glory to Him.

EVANGELIST FOUND!

“every disciple that is perfect, shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40

WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Beryl Parks, Hagood Godley, Margaret Herring,
and our shut-ins Jessica Herring, Zudora Clegg, and Phyllis Johnson. Also,
Nina Ruth Meadows (Marcella Klieves’ mother), and Jack and Elma Berrier.
Rob Roy Honeycutt is in Lexington Medical Center Critical Care unit with
severe respiratory difficulties.
Grant Parks is to have an insulin pump installed next Monday at Richland
Children’s Hospital. Grant is doing well and this will help maintain that.
Ted Stidham’s condition continues to worsen and he fears the end is near.
Frank Allen requests prayers for his sister-in-law Pat Allen, of Springfield
Missouri, who is to have surgery to remove a growth from her abdomen.
Melissa Parks’ father, Jack Edwards is having difficulties after cancer surgery.
Gwen Pittman’s sister-in-law is doing well, and better than expected after
cancer surgery and chemo looks to be not so taxing. Remember to thank God.
Ethel Smith requests prayers for her mother-in-law, Hazel Feagan.
"But in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known unto God." - Philippians 4:6

“And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” - Acts 5:42

Teaching the lost is the work the Lord has commanded each of us to do. Successful
evangelism is accomplished one person at a time. Evangelism is not only to be done in distant lands, but we must also teach those near us, our next door neighbors. God will be with
us as we teach His word to the lost. We will be successful because we read in Philippians
4:13, "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me." When we do what the Lord
says to do we will not fail.
When we teach the lost we cause all of Heaven to rejoice. Jesus tells us that there is
rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God when one sinner repents (Luke 15:7, 10). The
joy of teaching one the gospel and seeing them obey it is beyond description.
- Ron Boatwright, member church of Christ

WHY DO PERSONAL EVANGELISM (Continued from page 3)

Our VBS is going well with good teaching and attendance. Despite the storm,
78 turned out Monday and 90 showed up Tuesday evening.
• Our thanks to people who’ve volunteered to clean the building. We’re still
needing volunteers for November and December, and next year.
• Singing—St. Andrews Road church, Friday evening, August 4. St. Andrews
Road would like a head count and 4 people so far have said they’re going.
"Love suffers long and is kind; love envieth not; love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed
up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked,
thinketh no evil." - 1 Corinthians 13:4,5

•

“PROVOKE TO LOVE AND GOOD WORKS” - Hebrews 10:21

•

•
•

•
•

•

•

•

“THE PRAYER OF FAITH SHALL SAVE THE SICK” - James 5:15
To evangelize means to proclaim the good news of the gospel of Christ. Jesus in giving the Great Commission to the eleven apostles says in Matthew 28:19-20, "Go therefore
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things I have commanded you."
Imagine that Jesus saying these words to eleven of us today and we were one of the eleven.
What would be our reaction? Impossible? Incredible? Absurd? Or Lord don't you see
there are only eleven of us? Or would we think "Yes Jesus really means me also." We are
also under this obligation to teach others. Jesus had just commanded the eleven to go
teach and to teach those who were converted to observe all things he had command them
which included that we are also to be taught to go and teach.
Paul says in Romans 1:14, "I am a debtor both to the Greeks and to the Barbarians,
both to the wise and to the unwise." In like manner today we are debtors to every nonChristian because we have the good news that can save his soul. This places us under obligation to share the gospel with the lost so they can be saved. Because someone loved us
enough to teach us the truth, shouldn't we do as much for someone else? What if you were
unsaved and doomed to Hell, wouldn't you want someone to teach you the saving gospel of
Christ?
If people have not heard and learned the gospel they cannot obey it. In 1 Peter 4:17
the question is asked, "What shall be the end of those who do not obey the gospel?" The
answer is given in 2 Thessalonians 1:8 which says when the Lord comes He will come "In
flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God and that obey not the gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ." We should not want to see anyone lost but as Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:11, "Knowing the terror of the Lord we persuade men." People are going to be
lost forever if we don't teach them now!
The Lord doesn't want anyone to be lost. We read in 2 Peter 3:9, "The Lord...is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance." They can only come to repentance when they know what to do. We also read in 1
Timothy 2:4, "Who will have all men to be saved, and to come to a knowledge of the truth."
Because of what the Lord has done for us, we have the obligation to teach others so they
can come to a knowledge of the truth and be saved. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 9:37, "Woe
is to me if I preach not the gospel." How are we going to answer the Lord if we haven't bothered to tell the good news to others?
Our Lord in teaching His disciples, tells them in John 4:35, "Do you say there are still
four months then comes the harvest? Behold I say to you, lift up your eyes and look on the
fields for they are white already to harvest." Our Lord was speaking of the spiritual harvest
of souls who would be lost in eternity if they are not harvested. There is an urgency to teach
the lost for Jesus says in Matthew 9:37-38, "The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are
few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest." We must
work in the Lord's harvest because if we don't then those we could have taught will be lost
and we don't want that to happen.
In the first century the good news of the gospel caused such great excitement that
"And daily in the temple and from house to house they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus" (Acts 5;42). We need to be as excited today. And even when they were being heavily
persecuted, some even to death, we read in Acts 8:4, "Therefore those who were scattered
abroad went everywhere preaching the word." What should stop us today? We are not being persecuted. We have many more advantages. We have the automobile, the airplane,
the telephone, the Internet, and the printed page. We are without excuse. (Cont. Page 2)
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