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“every disciple that is perfect, shall be as his master.”  Luke 6:40b 

 Alien Sinners Praying For Salvation 
 

Prayer is not in the Great Commission, the law of pardon as announced by the 
risen Christ, and no example of prayer for pardon was recorded in Acts of the Apostles. 
We then conclude that prayer is not a command given for salvation from sins.  It is an 
addition by man and many souls are being led astray by this doctrine.  Many are also 
being kept from learning and obeying the truth by a prayer system of salvation. 

 

For What Should An Alien (unsaved sinner) Pray? 
 

1. For God to love him?  No, for God loves him now and has shown His love 
(John 3:16; Rom. 5:8; 1 Jn. 4:9-10). 

2. For light or understanding?  No, for the word of God gives light, and the 
sinner has God's word (Psa. 119:105, 130). Hence, read and understand. 

3. For the Holy Spirit?  No, the Holy Spirit came upon the apostles to guide 
them into all truth. Christ never promised the Holy Spirit to anyone save the 
apostles (John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7-13). 

4. For Christ to come to him? No, because the sinner is invited to come to 
Christ (Matt. 11:28-30). If the sinner fails to come he will not be saved (John 
5:40). 

5. For mercy? No, for God has already extended his mercy to man (Ex. 34:6-7). 
6. For God to get willing to save him? No, for God is willing to save him now (1 

Tim. 2:3-4; 2 Pet. 3:9; Ezek. 18:23, 32). Yes, God is now anxious to save! 
7. For converting or saving power? No. The gospel is the power of God unto 

salvation (Rom. 1:16; Psa. 19:7). 
8. For God to be reconciled to him? No. The sinner must be reconciled unto 

God (2 Cor. 5:18-20). This is done by obeying the truth. 
9. To get religion? No. Religion is something to do not get (Jas. 1:27). 
10. For saving grace? No, God's saving grace has already come (Tit. 2:11-12). 
11. For pardon? No. The sinner must turn to God in order to be pardoned (Isa. 

55:6-7). God is "ready to pardon" (Neh. 9:17). Is the sinner ready to turn to 
God? 

12. For salvation? No. The sinner must comply with the terms of pardon before 
he can enjoy salvation (Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38; 11:14; 22:16). 

13. For faith? No, for faith comes by hearing God's word (Rom. 10:17). 
14. For repentance? No, for repentance is a command of God for man to obey 

(Acts 17:30; Lk. 13:3; Rev. 22:14).                  — (continued on page 3) 
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“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER” - James 5:16 
• REMEMBER IN PRAYER:  Beryl Parks,  Nina Ruth Meadows (Marcella 

Klieves’ mother),  Jack and Elma Berrier, Nathaniel Manning (Jerry and Lynn’s 
grandson), Lynn Drago (Jerry’s sister)  and Phyllis Johnson. 

• Phyllis Johnson has been diagnosed with breast cancer and will be starting 
radiation treatment. 

• Pamela Palmgren has been fighting gall stones and may have to have surgery. 
• Lynn Manning requests prayers for her brother John Welch. 
• Elgene Sanders left Monday to visit in California and Marilyn Brooks left with 

her son to visit in Atlanta, Georgia.  Please pray they do well. 
• Jeanette Reeves continues to struggle with sin.  Pray for her repentance. 
• Remember all these, our new brothers and sisters in Christ,  and brother 

Manning and those he studies the Bible with, in your prayers.  
 

"Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ" - Galatians 6:2 
  

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” - Acts 2:42 
• GOSPEL MEETING!  Windsor Lake Church of Christ, with Bro. Mickey 

Burleson, minister at St. Andrews, on October 24-26, 2008.  Please see flyer in 
the foyer and plan to attend to support our sister congregation.  

• The Young Ladies invite the Over 50’s to a special dinner at the building 11/15. 
• Ladies Day 2009 Planning sheets have all not been filled out.  Please pick up a 

sheet from the foyer, fill it out, and give it to Marcella or Lynn soon.  
• We rejoice that Carrie and Andrew (Andy) McCormick wish to be identified and 

work with the church here at West Columbia.  Their address is 2026 Willow Oak 
Dr, Columbia 29223 and their phone number is 304-544-2413. 

• The Tuesday morning Ladies Bible class is no longer being held.  However, 
there will be a Ladies Bible Class held every second Tuesday of the month.  The 
first class will begin Tuesday, November 11, 2008, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  at the 
West Columbia building.  Our study will be from Sis. Jane McWhorter's book, 
"Roses In December, Why God Gave Us Memory".  There is a sign up sheet for 
ordering the book and how many plan to attend on the bulletin board in the 
Fellowship Hall.  All ladies are welcome to attend.  Please see Sis. Marcella 
Klieves if you have any questions.   

 

"For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ;  
which is far better: Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you." 

 - Philippians 1:23,24 
 

WORK TEAM SCHEDULE:   10/26—B    11/2—C  11/9—D  11/16—A   
 

Work Team B will meet the Wilson’s home, Sunday 10/27/2008 at 4:30 pm. 
 

Choose the Strait Gate in 2008! 
 

For What Should An Alien (unsaved sinner) Pray? (cont from Page 1) 
 

15. For a pure heart? No, for the heart is made pure by obedience to the truth (1 
Pet. 1:22). 

16. For freedom from sin? No, for this comes by obedience (Rom. 6:17-18). 
17. For God to accept him? No, for man must work righteousness (obey) to be 

accepted (Acts 10:34). When he does this he is accepted. 
18. For remission of sins? No, for man must obey the Lord for remission of sins 

(Acts 2:38). 
19. For the Lord to make known his will to him? No. The Lord has already 

made known His will to all sinners (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16). 
20. For the baptism of fire? No, No!! That will come later — too soon for some, I 

fear — upon the wicked and disobedient at the end of the world (2 Thess. 
1:7-9; Rev. 19:20; 20:14-15; 21:8).  

 

Then why should an alien sinner pray at all? Where does the Bible teach a sinner 
to "pray it out with the Lord," or "stay on your knees in prayer until God saves you"? 

The sinner must hear the gospel, believe, repent and, upon confession of his faith 
in Christ, be baptized in order to be saved. This is the Lord's way. Why change it? 

To teach the mourners-bench system of salvation, instead of what the Lord has 
said, is to lead souls astray.  What a terrible thing!  Millions are being led into eternal 
damnation by this false doctrine. Better be careful (Matt. 15:14). It takes obedience — 
not prayer — to save (Lk. 6:46). If one will not obey, God will not hear his prayer. God 
does not hear a sinner's prayer (Jn. 9:31; Prov. 28:9; Psa. 34:15). Prayer belongs to 
the child of God, not to an alien. And the saved cannot pray to God to save the sinner 
independent of the sinner's obedience to the gospel. 

I pray for sinners — that God may spare their lives until they have obeyed the 
gospel, that the sinner may obey the truth. This is the way Paul prayed for sinners 
(Rom. 10:1-3).  Prayer must be asked according to God's will, and I cannot ask God to 
save a sinner while the sinner is in disobedience to the Lord's law of pardon (1 Jn. 
5:14).  God will not set aside His law to save a sinner, even though I pray for his sal-
vation.  The sinner must obey the Lord's law of forgiveness. 

The rich man "in hell" (Lk. 16:19-31) begged for mercy.  It was denied him.  Then 
he asked that a miracle be performed — that God would send Lazarus back to the 
world to warn his brothers not to come to that terrible place.  This is the only time I 
ever read of anyone in all the Bible asking God to perform a miracle to save someone. 
Was this prayer answered?  No. The reply from Abraham was, "They have Moses and 
the prophets [the Old testament Scriptures]; let them [your brothers] hear them [Moses 
and the prophets]" (Lk. 19:29). 

Today we have Moses and the prophets, and, in addition, Christ and the apostles. 
If one refuses to hear what the Bible says, if he fails to obey the teaching as found in 
the book, he will die and be eternally lost. The sinner must in humble, submissive faith 
obey the Lord and be saved. 

 
- Perry B. Cotham, Gospel Preacher, Missionary, Grand Prairie, Texas 
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