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WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40b

SEEING SATAN'S SERVANTS

God, through Paul, warned the church that Satan would try to take them away
from Christ: “I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty,
so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” (2 Cor 11:3).

He continued in that chapter and told us how Satan would do this — through his
(Satan’s) ministers—false teachers: “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers,
transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is
transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be
transformed as the ministers of righteousness;” (2 Cor 11:13-15)

God wants us to be wary and watch for these false apostles (Luke 12:37, Acts
20:29-31). He commended the church in Ephesus for doing so: “and thou hast tried
them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:” (Rev 2:2)

How did the Ephesians do this? How are we to do this? Again, God tells us in
that same chapter: “For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not
preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel,
which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.” (2 Cor 11:4)

We are to compare what we hear from men, to what God told us through the
Apostles; whose word we have recorded in the Holy Bible. And His word has not
changed: “ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the
saints.” (Jude 1:3) “But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel
unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.” (Gal 1:8). If
what a man says contradicts God’s word in any way, he is the minister of Satan.

God wants us to be like the church in Berea who: “... searched the scriptures
daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).

What was Satan’s lie to Eve? “And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not
surely die” (Gen 3:2). Satan contradicted God then; that's what his servants do today.

To see Satan’s servants today, just compare what they say to the Bible. If they
contradict God’s word, in any way, they are Satan’s servants! Have men told you,
you don’t need to be baptized to be saved? Read Mark 16:16, Acts 22:16, 1 Peter
3:21. Have you heard: “once saved, always saved”? Not from God. Read the first
paragraph here again. Satan’s servants are out there—beware!

- Ed Kelleher, West Columbia church of Christ, South Carolina
Studying God’s word will help you ... OUT WITH SIN IN 2010!
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“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER?” - James 5:16

e REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Lamar Reeves, Beryl Parks, Nina Ruth Meadows
(Marcella Klieves’ mother), Jack and Elma Berrier, Lynn Drago (Jerry’s sister)
and Phyllis Johnson.

e Margaret Banks is home recovering from back surgery, pray she’ll have some

relief from pain. Ron is home also recovering from a fall last Sunday where he

twisted his knee pretty badly, but fortunately suffered no worse.

Vernicia Matthews continues to be in great pain, going to the ER last Sunday.

Sue Eiland is home recovering from a lung biopsy.

Jean Boyd is still not well. She’d greatly appreciate visits (call first) and calls.

Margaret Herring is recovering from pneumonia.

Pray that Zach, Cassidy and Amy soon be reunited.

Kevin Freeman, Katrina’s husband, is still recovering from an accident.

Also, continue to remember, Craig Robinson, Carolyn Lee (back pain), Anna

Porter, and Marilyn Brooks (facing a kidney biopsy) in your prayers.

e Brother Manning has many Bible studies during the week, remember these,
those that are recovering from loss, in your prayers.

"But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.'- Matthew 24:13
“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” - Acts 2:42

e Singing! Twin City Church in Batesburg Leesville, this Sunday 2-4pm. Ed
Kelleher will be leaving the building at 1pm if you'd like to ride in his van.
College age Bible study now on TUESDAYS at 7 pm.

Volunteers needed to clean building in February 2010.

Pantry items to bring to the church building. Remember, pop-tops are best.

1/31 DelMonte Citrus Salad 1/24 Campbell’'s Chicken & Dumplings

"Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and
that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God." - Acts 14:22

“WEEP WITH THEM THAT WEEP” - Romans 12:15

e Our brother Beryl Parks passed away quietly last Friday after surgery to repair
broken bones suffered in his recent fall turned out to be too much for him. The
funeral was Monday and very well attended. Remember them in your prayers.

“REJOICE WITH THEM THAT DO REJOICE!” - Romans 12:15

e Ryan and Rebecca Manning have a son, lan Phillip Manning, 6 Ibs, 10 oz.
There was much concern that Rebecca might need a heart transplant afterwards,
but she did well and is recovering in ICU. Jerry, Lynn and Daniel were there. We
glorify and thank God that He hears our prayers.

It's up to you! Encourage others and ... OUT WITH SIN IN 2010!

Transportation needed for sisters Betty Mathis, Jean Boyd and Marilyn Brooks.

Satan Must Love Calvinism

The doctrine of Calvinism is named after John Calvin, and its main points are summarized by
the acronym "TULIP" — Total hereditary depravity, Unconditional election, Limited atonement,
Irresistible grace, and Perseverance of the saints. Calvinists believe that every single event,
whether it is good or bad, happens because God ordained it to happen. This doctrine is deadly,
and it seems to permeate nearly every denomination in one form or another. | am sure that Satan
must love Calvinism, because it confuses people about the nature of God, His Plan of salvation,
and so many other critical spiritual issues. Please notice some specific reasons why I believe that
Satan must love Calvinism:

e Because it teaches that God causes people to be tempted, and makes them do evil things
— However, the Bible does not teach this! (James 1:13-16; 1 Peter 1:16, etc.).

o Because it teaches that people are basically nothing more than robots, having no free
will of their own — The Bible does not teach this! (Deuteronomy 30:19; Joshua 24:15; Acts 2:40,
etc.).

e Because it teaches that innocent newborn babies have souls blackened with sin — The
Bible does not teach this! (2 Samuel 12:23; Ezekiel 18:20; Matthew 18:3, 19:14, etc.).

o Because it teaches that God will save certain people whom He chooses, without any
conditions to be met on their part — The Bible does not teach this! (Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38, 40; 2
Corinthians 7:1; James 4:8; Jude 21, etc.).

o Because it teaches that the Lord's invitation for salvation was only for individuals arbi-
trarily chosen by God to be saved — The Bible does not teach this! (John 3:16; Matthew 11:28-
30; Revelation 22:17).

e Because it teaches that Jesus only died for individuals who were fortunate enough to be
predestined for salvation by God — The Bible does not teach this! (John 3:16; Hebrews 2:9; 1
John 2:1, 2, etc.).

¢ Because it teaches that God is a capricious respecter of persons when it comes to salva-
tion, not desiring that all men be saved — The Bible does not teach this! (John 3:16; Acts 10:34;
Romans 2:11; 1 Timothy 2:4; 1 Peter 1:17; 2 Peter 3:9, etc.).

e Because it teaches that if God chooses one for salvation, God cannot be resisted — The
Bible does not teach this! (Luke 7:30; John 12:42, 43; Acts 7:51, 13:46, etc.).

e Because it attempts to denigrate the power of the Word and the need for spreading the
Gospel — Why labor to spread the Gospel when God will supposedly draw men to Him by a direct
operation of the Holy Spirit? The Bible does not teach this! (John 6:45; Mark 16:15, 16; Matthew
28:19, 20; 2 Thessalonians 2:14; Romans 1:16, 10:17, etc.).

e Because it leads "the elect' to believe that there is no need for them to study the Word
of God — The Bible does not teach this! (1 Timothy 4:13; 2 Timothy 2:15, 3:16, 17, etc.).

e Because it teaches that once a person is saved, there is no possibility of falling from
grace — The Bible does not teach this! (Galatians 5:4; Hebrews 3:6, 4:11, 6:4-6, 10:25-31, 10:35-
39, 12:15, 12:25; 2 Peter 2:20-22; etc.).

- Jason Hilburn, Minister, Luverne Church of Christ, Alabama

Study God’s word and ... OUT WITH SIN IN 2010




