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WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40b
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ONE MORNING IN THE MOUNTAINS OF MORIAH

| wonder sometimes if his heart was pounding in his chest as he “stretched
forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son”” (Genesis 22:10). The Bible record
says that he did it by faith, believing “that God was able to raise [his son] up, even
from the dead” (Hebrews 11:19). It also says that he rose up early to complete the
task, and when his son asked him where the sacrifice was, he said, “My son, God
will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering” (Genesis 22:3, 8). It even says that
he called it “worship” (v. 5). Yet my mind struggles with the concept: how could you
have that much faith — faith enough to trust and obey God to the point that you
would kill your only son in a sacrifice to Him?

The man was Abraham, whom we are told is “our father”, “the father of us all,”
and the man whose seed we are if we are in Christ (James 2:21, Romans 4:16,
Galatians 3:29). This means that Abraham has innumerable children just as God
promised: “I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth” (Genesis 13:16; cf. 15:5;
16:10; 22:17). Yet Abraham knew little of these future children by faith; he knew
less of the future children he would have by Keturah. At the moment he raised that
knife he had two sons, but of those two only one legitimate son born to him by the
wife of his youth — his princess, his Sarah. That son — Isaac — was the son of the
covenant and the son of promise (Genesis 17:21; Romans 9:9). And it was that son
who was under the knife that morning in the mountains of Moriah.

We know what happens next. Our father Abraham raises that knife above the
hope of the world — his “only son,” and the son through whom the seed promise
would be delivered (Genesis 22:2; 12:3; 17:19). He raises that knife and prepares
to bring it down, but at the last minute is stopped by an angelic voice: “Lay not thine
hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him” (22:12).

- (Continued on page 3)

“But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?
Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son
upon the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his works,
and by works was faith made perfect?”” - James 2:20-22

OUT WITH SIN IN 2010!
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“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER?” - James 5:16

e REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Lamar Reeves, Nina Ruth Meadows (Marcella
Klieves’ mother), Jack and Elma Berrier, Lynn Drago (Jerry’s sister) and
Phyllis Johnson.

Dianne Manz requests prayers for her daughter Lisa Zeruth.

Eddie Sheppard is home and doing better after a bout with pneumonia.

Anna Kennedy requests prayers for Betty Smith, a preachers wife in W. Va.

It was good to have Margaret Herring back with us last Sunday, though she had

fallen and was in considerable pain.

e We have many that are ill: Vernecia Matthews, Marilyn Brooks, Ron Banks,
Margaret Herring, Jean Boyd, Anna Porter, Sue Eiland, Craig Robinson,
Carolyn Lee, and Margie DeYoung.

e Remember all these in your prayers. Write them a card, give them a call, let them
know you're praying for them and see if they'd like a visit:

e Brother Manning has many Bible studies during the week, remember these,
those that are recovering from loss, in your prayers.

"For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord:
whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's." - Romans 14:8

“REJOICE WITH THEM THAT DO REJOICE!” - Romans 12:15

e Anna Porter has a new great-granddaughter, Brianna Morgan Hutchinson.

"1 will sing unto the Lord as long as | live: | will sing praise to my God while I have my
being.” - Psalm 104:33

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” - Acts 2:42

e Youth Devo SATURDAYS 7 pm, College age Bible study TUESDAYS 7 pm.
Any of the men of the congregation with a desire to teach are encouraged to see
brother Manning to prepare some Wednesday night devotionals/invitations. We
were all encouraged by our brother Lamar Reeves who gave a devotional and
invitation last Wednesday.

e Pantry items to bring to the church building. Remember, pop-tops are best.

3/21 Chef Boyardee Ravioli 3/14 DelMonte Sliced Peaches

"Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren,
be pitiful, be courteous." - 1 Peter 3:8

OUT WITH SIN IN 2010!

ONE MORNING IN THE MOUNTAINS OF MORIAH - (Continued from page 1)

Instead of being forced to Kill his son, Abraham was provided with a ram:
“Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a
thicket by his horns” (22:13). We are not told of the relief that flooded the heart of our
father Abraham; we are not told of his thanksgivings going up to God. We are simply
told, “Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the
stead of his son” (v. 13).

| shudder at the profound faith of my spiritual forerunner. | reflect upon the fact
that God has asked no such task of me — neither to give the life of one close to me,
nor to give my own of necessity save living a life of self denial. He has not placed a
knife in my hand, but the sword of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:17). | fight no carnal bat-
tles, and for the most part fear no carnal recourse. Yet | realize that even with the
light yoke placed upon my shoulders — for His “yoke is easy, [His] burden is
light” (Matthew 11:30) — | sometimes falter. | have a long way to go before | can even
stand in the shadow of my father Abraham.

Yet as | watch through the eyes of faith that man of faith pulling the ram out of
the thicket, this thought permeates the scene — there was no ram in the thicket for
another Father that day. For you see, what my father Abraham’s Father did not ulti-
mately ask of him and has asked of no one, He was willing to give. Abraham's Father
is my Father and my God, and while my God did not receive Isaac into His arms on
that day, He had already opened up His Own arms to let His only begotten Son go.
What marvelous faith and sacrifice meet at that splendid scene, where my father
Abraham received his son alive again, but where my Father in heaven gave His son
to die on the cruel and bitter tree.

- Patrick Swayne, missionary to Melbourne, Australia

“But God commendeth his love toward us,
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” - Romans 5:8

“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:
(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal,
but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) “ - 2 Corinthians 10:3,4
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