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WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40b

I’'M THANKFUL FOR WHAT JOSHUA DID NOT SAY

In Joshua’s farewell address, he stood before the representatives of all the
tribes of Israel and told them to make a decision. He said that they could either turn
from God and serve idols, or they could turn to God and serve Him. Joshua told them
what his decision was: "As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD" (Joshua
24:15). The leaders who represented the nation of Israel agreed. They said, "God
forbid that we should forsake the LORD, to serve other gods" (24:16). | am so
thankful for Joshua and his dedication. | am also grateful for what Joshua did not say.

I’'m thankful that Joshua did not say, "My family will serve the Lord without me."
Friends, so many wives and children are serving the Lord without fathers. Fathers
should be the spiritual leaders of the home (Ephesians 5:23-25; 6:4). Fathers have
an obligation to their families and God to set the spiritual tone of the home. God give
us faithful fathers!

I’'m thankful that Joshua did not say, "l will serve the Lord without my family."
Sadly, some fathers must serve the Lord on their own, because they have wives who
refuse to follow their lead. Fathers must maintain their faithfulness, and one day they
may win their families to Christ.

I’'m thankful that Joshua did not say, "My family and | will not serve the Lord."
Entire families will be lost eternally because they refuse to serve the Lord. | cannot
help but think that greater punishment will come upon fathers who have the duty of
leading the home in the way it should go. May God give us Christian homes!

- Neil Richey, Gospel Preacher, Augusta Road church of Christ, Greenville, SC

“For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he
is the saviour of the body. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the
wives be to their own husbands in every thing. Husbands, love your wives, even as

Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;” - Ephesians 5:23-25

“And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord.” - Ephesians 6:4

Happy Fathers day—remember your Father in Heaven!
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“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER?” - James 5:16

e REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Betty Mathis, Margaret Herring, Lamar Reeves,

Elma Berrier and Phyllis Johnson.

Remember Betty Mathis in your prayers, and with a card or visit also.

Gwen Pittman was ill and unable to make the assembly last week.

Brian Parks and Jen are in California for 2 weeks, visiting Jen’s parents.

Tommy White requests prayers for a friend Hilda in critical condition in Florida.

Judy Walker has been having leg problems and Jan Kelleher jaw problems and

the doctors don’t seem to having much luck in helping them. Pray for them..

e Remember Frank Allen in your prayers as he is home in Missouri visiting his
mother and we’ve had no word if he has been affected by the recent tornados there.

“And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ;
if so be that we suffer with him,
that we may be also glorified together.” - Romans 8:17

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” - Acts 2:42

Updated directories are in the foyer.

Christian Evidences seminar at St. Andrews Road, Fri-Sat 6/24-6/25.

Please choose a week to help clean the building, and more if you can!

Bible Study at Church Building, Saturdays 3 pm, all are invited and please invite
visitors to come! It's a good way for people to learn more of us. An informal session
around a table with everyone using their bibles and Strong’s Concordances.

“But glory, honor, and peace, to every man that worketh good,” - Romans 2:10

EYES ON HEAVEN IN 2011

“REJOICE WITH THEM THAT DO REJOICE!” - Romans 12:15
We rejoice with the families and are thankful to God as K.C. Dunbaker and Courtney
Gamble were wed last Saturday at the St. Andrews Road church of Christ. Service
was performed by Mickey Burlson, who also studied with K.C. and baptized him into
Christ last year. Both are fine young people, active in the church. They hope to have
closed on a home this week in Springdale. K.C. is teaching in Orangeburg, while
Courtney is going to graduate school at USC. Pray for their happiness, growth in love
for God and each other, and fulfilment as they embark on this new stage in the
journey of life.

For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” - 2 Peter 1:8

FAITH IN CHRISTIANS, OR FAITH IN CHRIST?

Have you ever been disappointed by someone you admired? Have you ever
had high expectations of someone, only to discover they had done something you
would not have expected them to do? When this happens it can be very discouraging
but we should be careful that we do not put our faith in people instead of God. When a
Christian is the source of this disappointment, some would go so far as to turn their
backs on God! Should our faith be in Christians, or in Christ? What if Peter and the
rest of Jesus' disciples had decided to stop following the Lord because of the actions
of Judas? What sense would that make? When one thinks rationally, it is difficult to
imagine trying to justify the rejection of God (who is perfect) because of something
done by a man (who is fallible); however, this is something that seems to take place
often.

God has instructed us not to trust in men: “Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the
man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the
LORD.” (Jeremiah 17:5). People are fallible, and everyone will make mistakes. All
have sinned and fall short of God’s glory (Romans 3:23), and even Christians striving
their best to serve God will not live a life absolutely devoid of mistakes. In regards to
Christians, John wrote, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a
liar, and his word is not in us.” (1 John 1:8-10).

Sometimes it may be easier for us to remember occasions when others have let
us down than it is to remember the fact that we have probably let other people down
as well. We should always strive to be the best we can be, but let us remember that
we all make mistakes, and we should have forgiving hearts. Christ said, “For if ye
forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye for-
give not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”
(Matthew 6:14, 15; cf. Ephesians 4:32

We should be so thankful that we have someone eternally dependable who will
never disappoint us — God! God does not make mistakes! We should be thankful that
we have a perfect Savior who, even though He was tempted in all points like we are,
committed no sin (Hebrews 4:15). We should be thankful that God, who is all-
powerful and perfect, wants us to lean on Him, and depend on Him! Because of the
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we can now obey the Gospel, which is
the power of God unto our salvation (Romans 1:16; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; 2 Thessalo-
nians 1:8). Once we are in Christ, we can confidently approach the throne of God and
bring our burdens to Him (Hebrews 4:16; 1 Peter 5:7; Matthew 11:28-30). God is holy
and faithful — therefore, may our trust be in Him!

“It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.” - Psalm 118:8
- Jason Hilburn, Gospel Preacher, Luverne Church of Christ, Alabama




