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WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40b

TO EACH HIS OWN

How we do like to have our own way! We certainly do hold ourselves in high
esteem. Instead of praying as the Saviour did, “Not my will, but thine, be done,” it is
hard for us to keep from having this spirit: "Not thy will, but mine, be done." Somehow
there is too much selfishness and egotism in the hearts of all of us.

Men are perfectly willing for the Lord to provide for salvation. They even
emphasize the fact that He bought the church with His blood. They like to think of His
glorious promises. Many religious leaders like to "strut in borrowed finery." They revel
in the glory which the character and religion of Jesus Christ have reflected upon His
disciples, and yet they are not willing to be His disciples. They are willing neither to
learn nor to follow. They must run anything religious with which they are connected,
and so they get them up a church to suit them. Those of us who cannot fellowship
[their getup are called "narrow and unchristian.”

A semblance of unity is being provided by religious leaders after this method:
"Every one of us will recognize everybody else as a child of God, provided he does not|
|lguestion anything we do or teach as religion." Some of these men are getting so
"broad" that they even take in Buddhism and Mohammedanism. It is hard to see how
anybody can call such a mess "unity in Christ.”

TURNING THE LORD OUT

Why try to do a thing in a way that is absolutely contrary to the spirit of that
|thing? Why try to accomplish unity by the road of division? Why attempt to honor
Christ by stripping Him of His authority? Why call Him "Lord" and do not the things
which He says? We have read of puppet kings and puppet emperors in history.
Somebody wants to rule, but so strong is a certain sentiment that he cannot do it; so
he puts up a figurehead ruler and manages the government through him.—(Continued
on page 3)

“And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” - Luke 6:46
KEEP YOUR HEART CLEAN IN 2013
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“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER?” - James 5:16

¢ REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Judy Walker, Miles Johnson, Richard Ramkinson,
Margaret Herring, Wilson Burton, Betty Mathis, Lamar Reeves, Elma Berrier.

e Our dear sister Judy Walker was able to be us this last Sunday. She said she was
getting her strength back, but you see from her face how happy shw was to be
back with us. Keep her in your prayers, that God be merciful.

e Anna Porter was feeling poorly last Sunday, but Martha reported she is doing
some better.

Pat Joyner is recovering from triple bypass surgery.
Stephanie Rigney is looking forward to completing her course of chemotherapy.
Remember Stephanie in your prayers, and those helping her.

e Connie Richbourg will be having her other knee replaced in mid June. Pray she
finds relief.

e Keep all these, and the church here, in your prayers. Our thanks and gratitude to
those who watch, and work and pray for the church here. To those faithful in
visiting and attendance, encouraging others by talking with them. To those quietly
doing the many jobs necessary to keep the congregation functioning.

""Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him: for they shall eat the fruit of their
doings." - Isaiah 3:10

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” - Acts 2:42

e TJ Bolen and his family arrive on May 31st and will be preaching for us the first
Sunday in June, Lord willing.

e There was a water leak at the residence and some carpet and flooring will have to be
replaced. Other work is needed also before the Bolen’s arrive.

e Thanks to the Mancuso's for cleaning the building last week, and the baptistery.

We still need families to sign up to clean.

BULLETINS BY EMAIL sent each Friday. To subscribe, send email address to Ed.

Remember to send cards to our visitors!

LADIES DAY! St. Andrews Road, Saturday May 18, 9am-1pm

SINGING! Windsor Lake church of Christ, Sunday afternoon, not sure when though.

"But as God has distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so let him
walk. And so ordain I in all churches." - 1 Corinthians7:17

KEEP YOUR HEART CLEAN IN 2013

“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.” - Matthew 7:21

TO EACH HIS OWN -(Continued from page 1)

Christ prayed for His followers to be one, but He did not pray for that to be ac-
complished by deposing Him as the head of our spiritual government. And yet, that is
the way men are trying to bring about modern religious unity. The slogan is, "You in
your way, and me in mine." This leaves out God's way altogether. It turns Christ out
into the cold. It does not recognize Him as our Prophet, Priest, or King. These folks
talk about the church as if it were some sort of plastic thing like clay, the broken pieces
of which they could bring together and mold after their own fashion. It all resolves it-
self down to this:

Who is the ruler in the kingdom of Christ? Whose church is it?

IT IS CHRIST'S CHURCH

Jesus said, ""Upon this rock I will build my church...” (Matt. 16:18). It is Christ's
church. It belongs to Him. He made the laws by which men can become members of
it. He made the rules by which it shall be governed. We have no right to change any of
these laws or rules. Jesus made them the way He wanted them to be.

If we had built a church, then we could make any kind of laws we wished, and
we could change these laws as often as our fancy suited. We could do any way we
wanted with our church. As it was ours, no one could object to the way we would man-
age it. But our church would not be worth anything in saving men from sin. The Scrip-
ture says that we must all stand before the judgment seat of Christ that everyone may
give an account of his deeds done in the body (2 Cor. 5:10). We must obey the com-
mands of Christ (Matt. 7:24-27).

If we had a church of our own, how much liberty we would have! If anybody did
not do to suit us, we would let him start himself a church and run it to suit himself.
Then if his rules and way of doing did not suit some of his members, they could start
themselves a church and fix a plan that suited themselves. They could all just agree to
disagree and everybody have a religion and a church to suit him. But the trouble about
such an arrangement would be that God has not promised to have anything to do with
it except to root it up. ""Every plant which my heavenly Father hath not planted shall be
rooted up."” (Matt. 15:13).

The only safe way is to belong to the church that Jesus built, abide by the laws
He has given, and trust Him for the promises. Paul said, "I know him whom | have be-
lieved, and | am persuaded that he is able to guard that which | have committed unto him
against that day.” (2 Tim. 1:12 ASV). That way is right and cannot be wrong. That way
shows respect for the Lord, who died to provide the church for us. We are baptized
into that church by being baptized into Christ (Gal. 3:27).

- Batsell Barrett Baxter, 1916-1982, Preacher, teacher, elder, church of Christ

“But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men” -
Matthew 15:9




