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SERMONS THIS SUNDAY:

AM: Harvey Allen
PM: Harvey Allen

A Warm Welcome awaits you at all our services. Come see!

WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40b

i

| WEST COLUMBIA
| CHURCH OF CHRIST

HOW TO WALK WORTHY?

“But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines
the commandments of men” - Matthew 15:9

DO WHAT HE SAYS!

Walk worthy of the calling with which you are called!

SERVICES
JOIN US IN 0 ANT Rl
. - Sunday 10 AM Bible Study
West Columbia Church of Christ PRACTICING Sunill:y 21“1 AM. 6 Pli/[ eAsslinibly
1701 Augusta Road NEW TESTAMENT  Wednesday 7 PM Bible Study
West Columbia SC 29169 CHRISTIANITY Office Phone (803) 794-5320
www.WestColumbiaChurchOfChrist.0rg TODAY, Nursery provided
COME SEE! INFORMAL BIBLE STUDY

Saturdays 3 pm
Everyone Welcome!
Bring your friends & Bible questions

EVANGELIST
Other than the members
none at present time
Full time position open

BULLETIN EDITOR
Ed Kelleher
Office Phone (803) 796-8858
E-Mail: Ed@macro-inc.com

TO EACH HIS OWN

How we do like to have our own way! We certainly do hold ourselves in high
esteem. Instead of praying as the Saviour did, “Not my will, but thine, be done,” it is
hard for us to keep from having this spirit: "Not thy will, but mine, be done." Somehow
there is too much selfishness and egotism in the hearts of all of us.

Men are perfectly willing for the Lord to provide for salvation. They even
emphasize the fact that He bought the church with His blood. They like to think of His
glorious promises. Many religious leaders like to "strut in borrowed finery." They revel
in the glory which the character and religion of Jesus Christ have reflected upon His
disciples, and yet they are not willing to be His disciples. They are willing neither to
learn nor to follow. They must run anything religious with which they are connected,
and so they get them up a church to suit them. Those of us who cannot fellowship
their getup are called "narrow and unchristian.”

A semblance of unity is being provided by religious leaders after this method:
"Every one of us will recognize everybody else as a child of God, provided he does
not question anything we do or teach as religion." Some of these men are getting so
"broad" that they even take in Buddhism and Mohammedanism. It is hard to see how
anybody can call such a mess "unity in Christ."

TURNING THE LORD OUT

Why try to do a thing in a way that is absolutely contrary to the spirit of that thing?
Why try to accomplish unity by the road of division? Why attempt to honor Christ by
stripping Him of His authority? Why call Him "Lord" and do not the things which He
says? We have read of puppet kings and puppet emperors in history. Somebody
wants to rule, but so strong is a certain sentiment that he cannot do it; so he puts up a
figurehead ruler and manages the government through him.—(Continued on page 3)

“And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?”” - Luke 6:46

Walk worthy of the calling with which you are called!
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“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER?” - James 5:16

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Merrie Christmus,vDorothy Gray & family, Margaret Herring,

Richard Ramkinson, Jan Kelleher, Gwen Pittman, Anna Porter, Stephanie Rigney.

¢ Remember also: Jamie Sheppard with shingles; Amy and Spencer Strickland;
Stephanie Rigby with recurrence of lymphoma; Margaret Herring with numerous
health issues; Dorothy Gray dealing with the many needs of her family; Pat Joyner
with vertigo; Laura Nichols whose friend and co-worker Tammy passed away;
Jan Kelleher continuing in a painful fight with metastatic disease.

e Visit Anna Porter, Betty Beasley and Doris Sheppard at National Health Care on
US 378. Pray for all these and the work of the Lord here at West Columbia. Give
thanks to God for his goodness and love for us.

""Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him: for they shall eat the fruit of their
doings." - Isaiah 3:10

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY?” - Acts 2:42

No bulletin last week, editor was out of town.
First Sunday! All are invited to stay and share a meal and time together after the
morning assembly. Business meeting afterwards.

e MEN! Sunday AM and PM please find Jason, or whoever is putting together the
assembly duty roster and volunteer to help with prayer, Lord’s table, singing, etc.
Remember signup sheet for college student meals on Wed! All are invited to stay.
INVITE SOMEONE TO VISIT US! Give them one of the church cards that are on
the table in the foyer. If you take some, please use them.

See the thank you and visitor cards on bulletin board in foyer.
Invite people to come to the informal Q&A Bible study, Saturdays 3pm.

"But as God has distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so let him
walk. And so ordain I in all churches.” - 1 Corinthians7:17

Walk worthy of the calling with which you are called!

“WEEP WITH THEM THAT WEEP” - Romans 12:15

e Remember our sister Judy Cornelius and family on the passing of her niece Karen
Harding to cancer. She had seemed to be doing better, being taken off hospice
care, but finally succumbed.

Remember also:

“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8

TO EACH HIS OWN -(Continued from page 1)

Christ prayed for His followers to be one, but He did not pray for that to be ac-
complished by deposing Him as the head of our spiritual government. And yet, that is
the way men are trying to bring about modern religious unity. The slogan is, "You in
your way, and me in mine." This leaves out God's way altogether. It turns Christ out
into the cold. It does not recognize Him as our Prophet, Priest, or King. These folks
talk about the church as if it were some sort of plastic thing like clay, the broken
pieces of which they could bring together and mold after their own fashion. It all re-
solves itself down to this:

Who is the ruler in the kingdom of Christ? Whose church is it?

IT IS CHRIST'S CHURCH

Jesus said, ""Upon this rock I will build my church...” (Matt. 16:18). It is Christ's
church. It belongs to Him. He made the laws by which men can become members of
it. He made the rules by which it shall be governed. We have no right to change any
of these laws or rules. Jesus made them the way He wanted them to be.

If we had built a church, then we could make any kind of laws we wished, and
we could change these laws as often as our fancy suited. We could do any way we
wanted with our church. As it was ours, no one could object to the way we would
manage it. But our church would not be worth anything in saving men from sin. The
Scripture says that we must all stand before the judgment seat of Christ that everyone
may give an account of his deeds done in the body (2 Cor. 5:10). We must obey the
commands of Christ (Matt. 7:24-27).

If we had a church of our own, how much liberty we would have! If anybody did
not do to suit us, we would let him start himself a church and run it to suit himself.
Then if his rules and way of doing did not suit some of his members, they could start
themselves a church and fix a plan that suited themselves. They could all just agree
to disagree and everybody have a religion and a church to suit him. But the trouble
about such an arrangement would be that God has not promised to have anything to
do with it except to root it up. "'Every plant which my heavenly Father hath not planted
shall be rooted up." (Matt. 15:13).

The only safe way is to belong to the church that Jesus built, abide by the laws
He has given, and trust Him for the promises. Paul said, "I know him whom I have be-
lieved, and | am persuaded that he is able to guard that which | have committed unto
him against that day." (2 Tim. 1:12 ASV). That way is right and cannot be wrong. That
way shows respect for the Lord, who died to provide the church for us. We are bap-
tized into that church by being baptized into Christ (Gal. 3:27).

- Batsell Barrett Baxter, 1916-1982, Preacher, teacher, elder, church of Christ

“But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men” -
Matthew 15:9




