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SERMONS THIS SUNDAY:

AM: Harvey Allen
PM: Harvey Allen

A Warm Welcome awaits you at all our services. Come see!

WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40b

| WEST COLUMBIA
| CHURCH OF CHRIST

—bL

ARE YOU SLEEP WALKING?

“Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ shall give thee light.” - Ephesians 5:14

THAT'S NOT THE WAY TO:
Walk worthy of the calling with which you are called! (Eph 4:1)

“For many are called, but few are chosen.” - Matthew 22:14

SERVICES

JOIN US IN 0 ANT Rl
. - Sunday 10 AM Bible Study

West Columbia Church of Christ PRACTICING Sunill:y 21“1 AM. 6 Pli/[ eAsslinibly

1701 Augusta Road NEW TESTAMENT  Wednesday 7 PM Bible Study

West Columbia SC 29169 CHRISTIANITY Office Phone (803) 794-5320

www.WestColumbiaChurchOfChrist.0rg TODAY, Nursery provided
COME SEE! INFORMAL BIBLE STUDY

Saturdays 3 pm
Everyone Welcome!
Bring your friends & Bible questions

EVANGELIST
Other than the members
none at present time
Full time position open

BULLETIN EDITOR
Ed Kelleher
Office Phone (803) 796-8858
E-Mail: Ed@macro-inc.com

THE SIMPLE GOSPEL

No book written by man has so many simple words as the New Testament. There is an air
of simplicity about the biographies of Jesus which, like the breezes from the Galilean hills, blows
upon our sophisticated minds. The gospel has not been recorded in philosophical phraseology,
scientific terms, complicated sentences, or the dialects of angels; but it has been expressed in
the simplest terms so that children can understand.

Man has muddied the stream of divine thought by theological and ecclesiastical terms and
phrases until it is much more difficult to understand the doctrines of men than the simple
teachings of the New Testament. The gospel of Jesus contains the truths of God's will so plain
and clear that the untrained minds of innocent children can catch and follow them.

Teachers often confuse by their explanation, when, if they would just let the New
Testament speak, the simplicity of thought would be gained. While on earth, Jesus replaced the
traditions of men with respect to the law by his simple teachings. The instructions given to
Christians as to how to live the Christian life can be understood. No one has a just complaint to
make against the requirements of the New Testament toward a simple life.

THE GOSPEL WAS UNDERSTOOD WHEN IT WAS FIRST HEARD. The proof of the
simplicity of the gospel is seen in the record of the conversions. When the multitude came
together on the day of Pentecost and heard the miraculous manifestations of the apostles
speaking in tongues, they were astonished and accused the apostles of being drunken. Peter
stood up with the eleven and gave a simple explanation of what had occurred.

He calmly pointed to the prophecy of Joel and recited that prophecy to the people. He then
called attention to what they had observed. In a simple way, he pointed out the facts and
showed that what they were observing was a fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel. With that out of
the way, he then proceeded to unfold to them the claims of Jesus of Nazareth, and by the
quotation from David showed that should have expected just what had transpired. Since the
prophecies were fulfilled in Jesus, he must be what he claimed to be—the Son of God, the
promised Messiah. Step by step, argument and conclusion closely following each other, Peter
convinced many that Jesus was the Saviour of the world. - Continued on Page 3

“Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.”
- Ephesians 5:17

Walk worthy of the calling with which you are called! (Eph 4:1)
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“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER?” - James 5:16

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Merrie Christmus,vDorothy Gray & family, Margaret Herring,
Richard Ramkinson, Jan Kelleher, Gwen Pittman, Anna Porter, Stephanie Rigney.

e Stephanie Rigney has a nodule on her thyroid; a biopsy is planned.

e Gail Allen is suffering from abdominal pain, difficult to diagnose.

e Kate Martin, Jones’ sister was hospitalized, twice, for kidney stones. She only has
the one after donating a kidney to her older sister Margaret.

e Jordan Beard requests prayers for a friend Reed with some personal issues.

e Jeffery requests prayers for a neighbor, Kathy.

e Remember also: Jason Parks traveling for work; Margaret Herring with
continued health issues; Jamie Sheppard recovering from pneumonia; Stephanie
Rigby with recurrence of lymphoma; Dorothy Gray dealing with the many needs of
her family; Pat Joyner is greatly concerned about leg problems; Jan Kelleher
continuing in chemotherapy and a painful fight with metastatic disease.

e Visit Anna Porter and Doris Sheppard at National Health Care on US 378. Pray
for all these and the work of the Lord here at West Columbia. Give thanks to God
for his goodness and love for us.

"If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you." - John 15:7

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” - Acts 2:42

e First Sunday! All are invited to stay after the morning assembly to share a meal.
Always plenty, no worries. Men’s meeting afterwards, evangelist search update.

e MEN! Sunday AM and PM please find Jason, or whoever is putting together the
assembly duty roster and volunteer to help with prayer, Lord’s table, singing, etc.

e INVITE SOMEONE TO VISIT US! Give them one of the church cards that are on
the table in the foyer. If you take some, please use them.

""Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners,
but fellow citizens with the saints, and with the household of God;™ - Ephesians 2:19

Walk worthy of the calling with which you are called! (Eph 4:1)

THE GOSPEL—1 Corinthians 15:1-4

“Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gospel which | preached unto you, which also
ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory
what | preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For | delivered unto you first of
all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;
And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:”

THE SIMPLE GOSPEL—(Continued from page 1)

These astonished and confused Jews soon became believers in the Christ. About 3,000 heard this
profound, yet simple, sermon that Peter preached, and were convinced. This was the first time that a
gospel sermon had been preached in its fullness. Of course, Peter spoke as the Spirit gave him utter-
ance; hence, he spoke in such simple terms as the people could hear and understand the first gospel
sermon that they had ever heard. Surely Peter must have spoken simply for so many of the common
people to understand and accept what he presented.

Those who did not accept the gospel on Pentecost refused it not because they did not understand
it, but because they refused to believe it. Their unconverted state was a result, not of a misunderstand-
ing, neither of their inability to understand, but a failure on their part to believe what they did understand.
Prejudice and other things may have had a bearing upon them, but the chief thing was that they refused
to believe what they heard.

The Ethiopian eunuch had been to Jerusalem to worship (Acts 8). He was returning and riding in
his chariot. He had presumably worshipped according to the law of Moses at Jerusalem. He had never
heard of the Christ or, if he had heard of him, it was an unfavorable report. Philip joined the chariot and,
as he rode along, preached to him Jesus. (Acts 8:35).

This was the first gospel sermon the eunuch ever heard, and probably the first time he had ever
heard of the Christ. But Philip preached the simple gospel in simple terms so that the eunuch understood
him. He believed the gospel and was baptized and went on his way rejoicing in the new-found salvation.
Many others like the eunuch heard and understood the terms of salvation, and obeyed the gospel the
same hour of the night. In fact, the people in the long list of conversions recorded in the Acts of the Apos-
tles obeyed the gospel the first time they heard it. There was no delay, but prompt obedience to all the
commands of the gospel marked their belief in the simple gospel.

ITS SIMPLICITY BRINGS HEAVIER CONDEMNATION.  Since the gospel is simple enough for
all to understand the terms of salvation and the requirements of Christian living, all are condemned who
do not accept the terms of salvation and live as the simple gospel of Christ requires them to live. The
condemnation of the ignorant and illiterate would not be just if the gospel was not presented in such a
simple way that they could understand it.

Every Spirit-guided speaker and writer in New Testament times expected the hearer to under-
stand, and passed condemnation on him if he did not believe. In giving the commission, Jesus said,
""Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature,” but he also added,
""He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned.” - Mark 16:15-16. The condemnation of the disbeliever is just because he can under-
stand the simple requirements of the gospel.

The gospel was given to be understood. It was preached in simple language and the Holy Spirit
has recorded it in simple terms. Hence, our condemnation is just if we do not believe it.

The Christian life is a simple life and all of its requirements are simple.

""Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you, and learn of me; For I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest
unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."" (Matt. 11:28-30).

- Henry Leo Boles, 1874-1946, Gospel Preacher
Walk worthy of the calling with which you are called! (Eph 4:1)




