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CALLING ON THE NAME OF THE LORD? - Bible Example:
“And now why tarriest thou?

arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins,
calling on the name of the Lord.” - Acts 22:16

A Warm Welcome awaits you at all our services.  Come see!

SERMONS THIS SUNDAY:
AM:  Ed Kelleher
PM:

JOIN US IN
PRACTICING

NEW TESTAMENT
CHRISTIANITY

TODAY,
COME SEE!

“God will render to every man according to his deeds” - Romans 2:6

WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.”  Luke 6:40b
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THE SILENCE OF THE BIBLE
There has been a great deal of discussion on "The Silence of the Bible."  Some have emphasized the

respect we should have for the authority of God by respecting the silence of the Bible. Others have
taught that where the Bible is silent, we have a right to speak.  The issue is, "Does God give to man the
right to teach and practice in the name of Christ anything about which there is no divine revelation?"  Has
God given sufficient guidance in all affairs that pertain to the work and worship of the Lord?  Has He left
some things to the wisdom and judgment of man?  How shall we know what has been left to the
judgment of man in the work and worship of the Lord?

If, by His silence in revelation, God has granted to man the right to teach and practice some things,
then there opens a field of strife and division.  Man cannot agree with his fellows as to what must be
brought in, and no greater source of division can be found than the different standards of men.

The Bible clearly teaches that man should not add to the word of God.  "Ye shall not add unto the
word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish from it, that ye may keep the commandments of
Jehovah your God which I command you." (Deut. 4:2).  Here we learn that Jehovah would not let the
children of Israel add to nor take from anything He had commanded them.  Jehovah had given the law,
and it was sufficient to guide them in all of their work and worship.  They were to let the law stand,
without additions, subtractions, or alterations.  This enforced upon them to respect God's silence on any
subject.  If they could not add to or take from the law, they were not to impose human judgments upon
the people. To do so would be to add to or take from the law. T hey had to respect the silence of Jehovah
on the work and worship they were to perform.

The New Testament teaches the same principle: "I testify unto every man that heareth the
words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto them, God shall add unto
him the plagues which are written in this book: and if any man shall take away from the
words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life, and
out of the holy city, which are written in this book." (Rev. 22:18-19). This demands that man
respect the silence of divine revelation. No one is permitted to add to or take from the teachings of the
New Testament.  It will not do to say that the above quotation applies only to the book of Revelation. God
would not forbid one from adding to or subtracting from only one book in the New Testament, but would
also grant man the privilege of adding to and taking from other books.

This principle applies to all the books of the New Testament.  Other teachings show this to be true.
"Now these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and Apollos for your sakes; that in us
ye might learn not to go beyond the things which are written..." (1 Cor. 4:6). These Corinthians were thus
forbidden to go beyond the things that were written. They were to respect the silence of God — the
silence of the Scriptures — and not make any alterations. God would not forbid the church at Corinth to
"go beyond the things which are written," and at the same time grant other churches to add what they
pleased or to leave off anything they did not wish to teach or practice. . - Continued on Page 3

EVOLUTION—AN INSIDIOUS DOCTRINE
Error that is taught in a bold and open manner never does as much harm as that which is spread in

an insidious manner. When error is openly proclaimed and argued upon whatever seeming proof and
merit it has to sustain it, then we can deal with it according to its deserts — weigh its evidence, expose
the fallacy of its arguments, and stop its harmful work.

But when error can create the impression that it must work in secret, because its opponents will use
force to stop its progress; that they are afraid to meet it in a fair contest; and that they, therefore, take
unfair advantage and try to keep people in ignorance by legislating against the spread of light, right then
that error is going to spread prodigiously. Evil propaganda, for this reason, always assumes to be feared,
evaded, inhibited, and proscribed, even when such is not the truth. The propagandist likes nothing better
than to obliquely refer to his error and clearly imply that if he were only permitted to do so he could
produce overwhelming facts to prove his contention; whereas, if he were challenged to bring forth those
facts and put to the test, his facts would prove to be nil.

We have a fine example of this insidious method in the hue and cry that is raised about "academic
freedom." The teachers who are protesting against any interference with their work of destroying the faith
and corrupting the morals of our children are making the most of this opportunity. They represent
themselves as educated, and their opponents as ignorant. They pose as martyrs in the cause of
enlightened thinking and represent their opponents as fossilized ignoramuses who are retarding
progress, hindering education, and holding back from the young people truth that has been in modern
times discovered and demonstrated!

That type of propagandist among our teachers — it matters not what part of the world he is in — will
never lose an opportunity to refer to Tennessee's antievolution law as an example of just what he is
talking about. And he will point to the Scopes trial as the boldest and most "shameful" stand that
ignorance, prejudice, and religious fanaticism have made against education in modern times! One would
think that the Tennessee law applied to the whole world and that it prohibited the teaching of science in
any school! But it did not prohibit the teaching of any branch of science in any school, not even the State
schools of Tennessee. The theory of evolution is not science, and there is not one demonstrated fact or
truth that we cannot accept and teach while rejecting the theory of organic evolution. I boldly challenge a
denial of this statement! Let propagandists take notice.                                       - Continued on Page 3

“God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and
female created he them.” - Genesis 1:27

“God will render to every man according to his deeds” - Romans 2:6



“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER” - James 5:16
REMEMBER IN PRAYER:  Barbara and Melvin Reeder, Pat Joyner, Merrie Chrismus,

Margaret Herring, Jan Kelleher, Jamie Sheppard
· Judy Cornelius is back safely with her sister Brenda. Jones is back from Florida.

We’re glad they’re all back safely. Prayers work.
· Katie Kennedy is in much less pain from 2 broken shoulders, but she’ll be starting

rehab soon.  Paula is helping getting her dressed.  Keep them both in your prayers.
· Pray for all these, and our search for an evangelist to help us with the work of the

Lord here at West Columbia. Give thanks to God for his goodness and love for us.

"I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live: I will sing
praise to my God while I have my being." - Psalm 104:33

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” - Acts 2:42
· Men’s meeting NEXT SUNDAY after the morning assembly.  Save the date!
· Fellowship luncheons, the men would like restart, possibly on 2nd Sundays.
· Meeting each week now! At the building, Sunday AM and Wednesday PM.
· Bible Studies! Please join us Sunday 10am in Psalm 36 and Wed 7pm in Acts.
· MEN! Contact Jones and volunteer to help with prayer, Lord’s table, singing, etc.
· INVITE SOMEONE TO VISIT US! Give them one of the church cards that are on

the table in the foyer.  If you take some, please use them.
· See the thank you and visitor cards on bulletin board in foyer

“Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:” - Ephesians 4:13

The Claims Of The Bible
The Bible claims to be the word of God. And not that only; it claims to be the inerrant

word of God, the infallibly and verbally inspired word of God. "All Scripture is given by
inspiration" — Theopneustia, God-breathed words. "Unto us God revealed" these
things "through the Spirit... Which things also we speak, not in words which man's
wisdom teacheth, but which the Spirit teacheth; combining spiritual things with spiritual
words" (1 Cor. 2:10-13 ASV). Divine thoughts and divine words to convey them is
Paul's statement, with emphasis, of the verbal inspiration of the Bible.

Who says it is not the inerrant word of God? The devil (Gen. 3:3-4) and worldly-wise
men of today (Rom. 1:22); but we are warned against such and should shun them, for
they cannot be converted (2 Thess. 2:10-11) and may destroy faith in you "through
philosophy and vain deceit" (Col. 2:8).

- Foy E. Wallace, Jr., 1896-1979, Gospel preacher

 “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect,

throughly furnished unto all good works.” - 2 Timothy 3:16,17

EVOLUTION—AN INSIDIOUS DOCTRINE —(Continued from Page 1)
It is not the anti-evolutionists that fear the light and refuse an honest investigation. It is the evolu-

tionary crowd. They will not attempt to defend the theory in a fair investigation. They will not try to prove
the vital points of the theory, such as the origin of matter, the origin of species, and the development of
the organs of the body. They refer to certain similarities in men and animals, point out certain natural
adaptations, talk about some supposedly useless organs of the body, and then with an air of finality they
say, "That proves it. Nobody but an ignoramus will deny this."

They beg the question. They scoff at their opponents and assume an air of superior knowledge
and try to create the impression that their opponents are not worthy of attention. They will never refer
their students to any book that opposes evolution. In fact, it is doubtful if such books can be found in col-
lege libraries. If they are there, the students will never be advised to read them. The most unfair and un-
worthy fact in their whole behaviour is that they do their teaching to uninformed and immature youth of
our land.

I recently engaged in a conversation with a young lady teacher who, although she claims to be a
member of the body of Christ, manifested a sneering attitude toward those who oppose the teaching of
the theory of evolution. She betrayed a woeful ignorance of that theory, and yet she felt that she is much
wiser than any poor "ignoramus" who would dare question the precious theory. In short, she manifested
the usual disposition and betrayed the usual ignorance of those who think they are the only ones who
know anything about it.

When I boldly declared myself against the theory and stopped her on some of her assertions, she
asked, "Well, what do you expect science to do? Just fold its hands and quit?" That is what they all say.
They think that the theory of evolution is science. They think it is the sum of all science. I showed that the
theory of evolution is not science, but a mere hypothesis put forth by scientists in an effort to explain the
phenomena of life. I confounded her, but I did not convince her. She is gone. I was not surprised when I
learned that she does not take any interest in the church.

In the course of our conversation, the young lady informed me in a very patronizing air that
"evolutionists do not teach that man is descended from the monkey." That is what ignorant people think
they teach, but they do not, she told me. Again, I was compelled to show the young lady that this is only
a dodge put forth by propagandists.

Evolutionists do teach that man came up through the monkey stage, and they profess to have
found the remains of the "intermediate" beings or "missing links." They all agree that man did not de-
scend from any existing species of monkey — that none of the monkeys we have today are our ances-
tors, but that they are our brothers — that they came from the same stock from which we came. But the
young lady was ignorant on this point, and she felt very superior because she could tell folks that evolu-
tion does not make man the offspring of a monkey. But that is a common bromide.

The young lady declared also that teachers in our schools do not teach evolution. "They just pre-
sent the facts and let the students draw their own conclusions," she told me. I asked, "What facts?" I
pressed her to name some facts that would force a conclusion in favor of evolution. But she could not
think of any facts. I helped her out by telling her the things that evolutionists use to justify their infer-
ences. I pointed out to her, however, that these things are not proofs. But again, I did not convince her.
Although I was holding a meeting in her town, I do not think she heard me preach again after that con-
versation. She no doubt felt that she could not waste her time listening to a man who is so ignorant as to
deny or question the theory of evolution.

- G. C Brewer, 1884-1956, Gospel Preacher


