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WHO ARE YOU LOOKING AT? 

 
"Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith;  

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,  
and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God." - Hebrews 12:2 

 
 

A Warm Welcome awaits you at all our services.  Come see! 

SERMONS THIS SUNDAY: 
 

AM:  T.J. Bolen—In what way did you learn Christ? Eph. 4:17-24 
PM:  T.J. Bolen—Rebuild 

JOIN US IN 
PRACTICING 

NEW TESTAMENT 
CHRISTIANITY 

TODAY, 
COME SEE! 

Wake up! Strengthen the things that remain! 

WEST COLUMBIA 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.”  Luke 6:40b 
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What Does It Take to Grow the Church in Our Culture? 
 

It was such a treat to be among the hearty, faithful Christian men of central 
Wyoming and the Bighorn Basin. By Bible-belt comparison, they come from small 
congregations. But their passion and desire to grow the church is humongous. Near 
the end of their men’s retreat, they divided into groups to discuss the obstacles to 
growth and suggestions for growth. What they came up with was incredibly insightful, 
helpful to especially anyone living in the current, western culture. Among the obstacles 
they listed were: 

 

• Lack of commitment 
• Fear 
• Political correctness 
• Biblical ignorance 
• Sin 
• Apathy/indifference 
• Misplaced priorities 
• Lack of adequate leadership 
 

For those in Alabama, Oklahoma, and California who would say, “Those are our 
obstacles!”, isn’t it interesting how common our struggle is.  The same factors are 
holding back our growth all over the nation. 

Yet, I love the suggestions they came up with. I think they are key to tapping into 
our growth potential throughout the country and, to a great extent, throughout the 
world. They suggested the following:  - continued on page 3 

 
 

 
Wake up! Strengthen the things that remain! 



 “PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER” - James 5:16 
REMEMBER IN PRAYER:   Merrie Christmus, Dorothy Gray & family, Margaret Herring, 
Pat Joyner, Jan Kelleher, Betty Mathis, Gwen Pittman, Anna Porter, Stephanie Rigney. 

 

• Margaret Herring has pneumonia 
• Anna Porter is in National Healthcare recovering from a stroke and pneumonia. 
• Meredith Green, a toddler, is recovering from swallowing kerosene, but problems 

with pneumonia remain.  The Greens are friends of the Bolen family. 
• Remember also:  Tee Bolen recovering from a stroke; Richter Bolen up and 

down with various ills; Tommy White’s sister Gloria with shingles; Betty and Bill 
Voss, Stephanie Rigney’s aunt and uncle; Debbie Sightler, daughter of Vince 
and Helen Reusser; Mattie and Suzie Charney, relations of Paula Kennedy; 
Barbara Shives, a friend of the Gamble family; and Mary Ann Mancuso, 
Marshall’s mom, diagnosed with Parkinson’s.. 

• Pray for all these, and the work of the Lord here at West Columbia. Give thanks to 
God for his goodness and love for us. 

 

"For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself,  
lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds." - Hebrews 12:3 

 

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” - Acts 2:42 
• NEW PICTURES!  Of members are being taken to post on the bulletin board. 

Congregational picture is scheduled for first Sunday in June (5th), immediately 
after the morning assembly.  Marshall Mancuso will have his camera with him every 
Sunday.  Be prepared and please see him to get your picture made. 

• See the thank you and visitor cards on bulletin board in foyer. 
• Scrap Booking class, at the building 4th Saturdays 12-3, see Paula or Faye. 
• Bible Study at Church Building, Saturdays 3 pm, all are invited and please invite 

visitors to come!  It’s a good way for people to learn more of us. An informal session 
around a table with everyone using their bibles and Strong’s Concordances. 

• Men! Check bulletin board for worship assignments—if you can’t make it, find 
someone to fill in.  We’re counting on you.   

 

“Wherefore ..., let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and 
let us run with patience the race that is set before us” - Hebrews 12:1 

 

Wake up! Strengthen the things that remain! 

HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAYETH 
 
“Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they 
shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. He that overcometh, the same shall be 

clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will 
confess his name before my Father, and before his angels. He that hath an ear, let him 

hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” - Revelation 3:4-6 

What Does It Take to Grow the Church in Our Culture?  —(cont. from page 1) 
 

1. Increase fellowship—The key to growth is being in each others’ lives more 
2. Emphasize and empower Bible study—There can be no spiritual or numerical 

growth without growing our knowledge and understanding of God’s Word 
3. Think outside the box—Staying faithful to truth, get out of method ruts and 

overcome fear of rejecting a different, scriptural method just because it is new 
4. Challenge greater application of biblical truth—Every class and sermon 

must have a viable “so what” 
5. Be intentional in our relationships—Realize that our jobs, community involve-

ments, friendships, etc., are means to an end rather than an end of themselves. 
They all exist as opportunities to evangelize. 

 
Our brethren in the deep south, the north, the Atlantic region, the upper midwest, 

the southwest, the far west, the northwest, and, in short, any recognizable region of the 
country share a desire to be relevant and meaningful in our communities. We want to 
honor Christ and grow His body. But it will take measurable steps. It won’t happen inci-
dentally! We must act on our hopes and desires. We must personally engage our-
selves in enacting these suggestions daily! In so doing, we’ll not only avoid being part 
of the problem but we’ll be part of the solution. 

Neal Pollard, Preacher, Bear Valley Church of Christ, Denver, CO 

Is your heart like Paul’s, whose heart was like Christ’s? 
 

“Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved.  For 
I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.  For they 
being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteous-
ness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. … For with the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 
For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.  ... For whoso-
ever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  How then shall they call on him 
in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?” - Romans 10:1-14  
 
People believe in God, but they have not obeyed the Gospel, because they have not 
heard the whole counsel of God preached.  They will hear it here!  Tell them of it! Invite 
people to attend or join us on a Saturday afternoon Bible study.  Follow up with them, to 
see they come hear—that they might be saved!    Remember ... 
 

“… know ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?” - Luke 2:49 


