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SERMONS THIS SUNDAY:
AM: T.J. Bolen—Just Pray
PM: T.J. Bolen—How important was one man?

“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40b

A Warm Welcome awaits you at all our services. Come see!

WANT MORE?
"But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly;
and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully."
- 2 Corinthians 9:6

Wake up! Strengthen the things that remain!
West Columbia Church of Christ
1701 Augusta Road
West Columbia SC 29169
www.WestColumbiaChurchOfChrist.org

JOIN US IN
PRACTICING
NEW TESTAMENT
CHRISTIANITY
TODAY,
COME SEE!

WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

SERVICES

Sunday 10 AM Bible Study
Sunday 11 AM , 6 PM Assembly
Wednesday 7 PM Bible Study
Office Phone (803) 794-5320

Nursery provided
Bible Classes for all ages

INFORMAL BIBLE STUDY
Saturdays 3 pm
Everyone Welcome!

Bring your friends & Bible questions

EVANGELIST

T.J. Bolen
(803) 807-2754
Email: TeeJayBolen@Gmail.com

BULLETIN EDITOR

Ed Kelleher
Office Phone (803) 796-8858
E-Mail: Ed@macro-inc.com

"Christ Sent Me Not To Baptize"
The above title is only part of a sentence taken from First Corinthians 1:17. The
verse from which it was taken reads, "For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach
the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none
effect."
In order to get this verse in its proper connection, the context should also be
considered. Beginning with verse 12, the writer says, "Now this I say, that every one of
you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is Christ
divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul? I thank
God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius; lest any should say that I had
baptized in mine own name. And I baptized also the house of Stephanus: besides, I know
not whether I baptized any other. For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the
gospel."
It should be noted that not one word was said about the design of baptism, or the
position it occupies in the scheme of redemption. Many assume that since Christ sent
Paul not to baptize, but to preach the gospel, baptism has no part in the salvation of
man. Paul usually had a traveling companion with him. Timothy, who was with him
much of the time, could have done the baptizing.
It took an inspired man then to preach the gospel. There was no New Testament
written then, and the people were dependent upon inspired men to preach the gospel.
But anyone with the physical ability, and sense enough to lead one into the water and
bury him, could do the baptizing. I know one debater who has a chart with this
quotation: "Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel." He seems to
think that as baptism is not mentioned in that text as a condition of salvation, it is,
therefore, not essential to salvation. He does not look to any other place to find
anything on the subject of salvation. According to his thinking, it is not mentioned
there and, therefore, is no part of salvation. Strange reasoning, it appears to me.
— (Continued on page 3)
“The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us” - 1 Peter 3:21

Wake up! Strengthen the things that remain!
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“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER” - James 5:16
REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Merrie Christmus, Dorothy Gray & family, Margaret Herring,
Pat Joyner, Jan Kelleher, Betty Mathis, Gwen Pittman, Anna Porter, Stephanie Rigney.

• Margaret Herring has pneumonia, as does Anna Porter who is in LMC. Neither is
doing well. Please pray and remember them often.
• Jan Kelleher is in Hilton head, but has been suffering bowel problems due to a new
chemo drug she has been taking.
• Stephanie Rigney’s parents are visiting for which we are thankful. They all seem to
be doing well, for which we are also thankful.
• Tommy is much concerned and requests prayers for a close friend, Judy Nix.
• Dorothy Gray’s mother underwent knee replacement surgery in Sumter. Dorothy
was with her last Sunday.
• Lauren Simons’ father seriously injured his hand and Lauren is with him.
• Remember also: Tee Bolen recovering from a stroke; Richter Bolen up and
down with various ills; Tommy White’s sister Gloria with shingles; Betty and Bill
Voss, Stephanie Rigney’s aunt and uncle; Debbie Sightler, daughter of Vince
and Helen Reusser.
• Pray for all these, and the work of the Lord here at West Columbia. Give thanks to
God for his goodness and love for us.
"The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in him, and I am helped:
therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; and with my song will I praise him." - Psalm 27:1

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” - Acts 2:42
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INVITE SOMEONE TO VISIT US! Give them one of the church cards that are on
the table in the foyer. If you take some, please use them. Why are there cards left?
NEW PICTURES! Of members are being taken to post on the bulletin board.
Congregational picture is scheduled for first Sunday in June (5th), immediately
after the morning assembly. Marshall Mancuso will have his camera with him every
Sunday. Be prepared and please see him to get your picture made.
Our thanks to Michel Bolen and Amy Strickland for redoing the bulletin boards in
preparation for the pictures. They are very attractive.
See the thank you and visitor cards on bulletin board in foyer.
Scrap Booking class, at the building 4th Saturdays 12-3, see Paula or Faye.
Bible Study at Church Building, Saturdays 3 pm, all are invited. Please invite
visitors to come! Give them a card. It’s a good way for people to learn more of us.
An informal session around a table with everyone using their bibles.
Men! Check bulletin board for worship assignments—if you can’t make it, find
someone to fill in. We’re counting on you.
"For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor of love,
which you have showed toward his name,
in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister." - Hebrews 6:10

Wake up! Strengthen the things that remain!

"Christ Sent Me Not To Baptize" — (Continued from page 1)
Jesus, the Lord, spoke to Paul on the road to Damascus and said, "But rise and
stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which
I will appear unto thee; delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom
I now send thee, to open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among
them which are sanctified by faith that is in me" (Acts 26:16-18).
The Lord did call Paul to preach the gospel, but in preaching the gospel, which is
the good news of salvation, he preached what man should do to be saved, for this salvation was conditional. Peter also — on the first Pentecost after the ascension of Christ
— preached the gospel, and when the people were convicted of sin the record says,
"Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to
the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them,
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to
your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall
call" (Acts 2:37-39).
The Gentile world was embraced in this call, but only those who accept the conditions are embraced in the promise. But some may say that Peter did not mention faith.
No, but he did mention that which is equivalent to faith. In verse 36, he said,
"Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ." They could have known this only by
faith, by believing it with all their hearts. Peter, therefore, preached faith, repentance,
and baptism for the remission of sins. These are what an alien sinner should do in order to be saved from past sins.
In Romans 6, beginning with verse 3, the apostle said, "Know ye not, that so many
of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?" Of course, this
means into the benefits of His death. Without the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sins (Heb. 9:22). It is only through the blood of Christ that sins can be forgiven.
The death of Christ is, therefore, the procuring cause of salvation.
But when and how can sinners reach the benefits of His blood? The apostle continues, "Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness
of life."
Notice that the new life begins at the resurrection from the grave of a burial in
baptism. Christ died for our sins. Man should die to sin. Christ was raised from the
grave. We too are raised from the grave of baptism. Why will men attempt to destroy
the picture of salvation from sin to save a thing that is not taught in the New Testament?
- F. B. Srygley, 1859-1940, Gospel Preacher

