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SERMONS THIS SUNDAY:

AM: Spencer Strickland
PM: Spencer Strickland

A Warm Welcome awaits you at all our services. Come see!

—I.-\-&WESTCOLUMBIA WEST COLUMBIA
’ CHURCH OF CHRIST

| CHURCH OF CHRIST
“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40b

HOW TO WALK WORTHY?

“And why call ye me, Lord, Lord,
and do not the things which | say?” - Luke 6:46

DO WHAT HE SAYS!

Walk worthy of the calling with which you are called!

SERVICES
JOIN US IN 0 ANT Rl
. - Sunday 10 AM Bible Study
West Columbia Church of Christ PRACTICING Sunill:y 21“1 AM. 6 Pli/[ eAsslinibly
1701 Augusta Road NEW TESTAMENT  Wednesday 7 PM Bible Study
West Columbia SC 29169 CHRISTIANITY Office Phone (803) 794-5320
www.WestColumbiaChurchOfChrist.0rg TODAY, Nursery provided
COME SEE! INFORMAL BIBLE STUDY

Saturdays 3 pm
Everyone Welcome!
Bring your friends & Bible questions

EVANGELIST
Other than the members
none at present time
Full time position open

BULLETIN EDITOR
Ed Kelleher
Office Phone (803) 796-8858
E-Mail: Ed@macro-inc.com

A Leader Gone Astray

""But there was none like unto Ahab, who did sell himself to do that which was evil in the
sight of Jehovah, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up™ (1 Ki. 21:25 ASV).

Leaders have a great responsibility, because they have a great deal of power. Ahab, the king of
Israel, began his reign with very little conviction in his heart. His wife was Jezebel, a foreign woman who
worshipped idols. When she came to Samaria, she brought her idol worship with her. Ahab's religion
meant very little to him, so it was not much of a sacrifice of conviction for him to give up the worship of
God and worship Baal along with his strong minded wife. She ruled Ahab and Ahab ruled the nation.

The religion of Baal became the dominating religion of the kingdom. All the court lords and ladies
followed the lead of the king and queen, and all the people who loved to be in style — and that was most
of them — followed the lead of the king and court. Of course they all knew that the religion of Jehovah
was the true religion, but it was not the style any more to worship God. So nearly all of them went the
popular way.

The Stubborn Prophet:  Elijah was not a crank. He was not stubborn for the mere sake of being
different or odd. He was not anxious to stir up trouble. He loved peace and harmony, but he loved God
more. His conscience would not allow him to forsake Jehovah.

His courage led him to stick by his convictions, even though it meant a break with the king and
even though it made him a social outcast. He had sense enough to look beyond the authority and
demands of an earthly king to the authority and will of the King of the universe. He had discernment
enough to see through the glamour and show of unthinking multitudes to the real principles of conduct
and teaching. He could see the paltriness and emptiness of Baal's religion in contrast with the
genuineness and abiding quality of the religion of Jehovah. To Elijah, persecution and even death were
minor things as contrasted with loyalty to God.

Misrepresentation And Ill Treatment: Of course Elijah was misrepresented. At court he was
spoken of as, "the troubler of Israel." He was so hated by the queen that she planned constantly for some
means to get him out of the way. At times it was necessary for him to flee for his life; but while that was
extremely discouraging, it did not take away his loyalty to God.

He preferred to eat the scraps of the ravens' food in the dark canyon near the Dead Sea than to
sit as a liveried nothing in the palace of Ahab in Samaria. He chose rather to hear the voice of Jehovah in
the lonely mountain cave than to listen to the empty jabber of Queen Jezebel.

It cost Elijah just about everything that flesh holds dear to maintain his religious and moral
integrity, but he knew that the reward was worth far more than the price he had to pay. Every age has its
Elijahs, unpopular, misrepresented, and abused while they lived, but the foundation stones upon which
humanity has been enabled to step across one swirling crosscurrent after another down through the
stream of time.

- Continued on Page 3
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“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER?” - James 5:16
REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Merrie Christmus, Dorothy Gray & family, Margaret Herring,
Richard Ramkinson, Jan Kelleher, Gwen Pittman, Anna Porter, Stephanie Rigney.
e Carolina Strickland requested prayers as she, her sister Evie and mom Amy fly to
visit her grandmother.
¢ Remember also: Jamie Sheppard with shingles; Amy and Spencer Strickland;
Stephanie Rigby with recurrence of lymphoma; Margaret Herring with numerous

health issues; Dorothy Gray dealing with the many needs of her family; Pat Joyner

with vertigo; Laura Nichols whose friend and co-worker Tammy passed away;
Jan Kelleher continuing in a painful fight with metastatic disease.

e Visit Anna Porter, Betty Beasley and Doris Sheppard at National Health Care on
US 378. Pray for all these and the work of the Lord here at West Columbia. Give
thanks to God for his goodness and love for us.

"It is a faithful saying: for if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: If we suffer,

we shall also reign with him: If we deny him, he also will deny us:* - 2 Timothy 2:11,12

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” - Acts 2:42

e MEN! Sunday AM and PM please find Jason, or whoever is putting together the
assembly duty roster and volunteer to help with prayer, Lord’s table, singing, etc.

e Save the Date! Wedding Shower for Lauren Simons and Jordan Beard, Sunday
6//25/17 after the AM assembly.

Remember signup sheet for college student meals on Wed! All are invited to stay.

INVITE SOMEONE TO VISIT US! Give them one of the church cards that are on
the table in the foyer. If you take some, please use them.

e See the thank you and visitor cards on bulletin board in foyer.

e Invite people to come to the informal Q&A Bible study, Saturdays 3pm.

"And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men,

and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with
them, and be their God." - Revelation 21:3

Walk worthy of the calling with which you are called!

WE MUST KNOW GOD’S WAYS AND WANT TO DO THEM!

How important are the thoughts of our hearts as compared to our actions—what we
do? Does it matter what we think, as long as we do the right thing? YES, it matters!
Look what the Lord said was the Israelites’ problem:

"Forty years long was | grieved with this generation, and said, It is a people that do err
in their heart, and they have not known my ways." - Psalms 95:10

Is your heart different from God’s, are you erring? Better check before it's too late!

A Leader Gone Astray-(Continued from page 1)

The Real Test: Pomp and pageantry and show are not a test of principles, but they do command
a big following. What is in style and what is right are often two different things. The real test is the will of
God! Just as the Rock of Gibraltar still stands, though it has been obscured by many a cloud and lashed
by many a storm, so the will of God is supreme and eternal, though often clouded and lashed by the
conflicting currents of earthly leadership and popular clamor.

Ahab and Jezebel were drunk with power. The nation reeled like a drunken man in the intoxication
and revelry of Baal worship. But out on Mount Carmel one day the proud king and his clamoring follow-
ers saw Baal's worship go down in defeat (1 Ki. 18). They saw the prophets of Baal — 400 of them —
work themselves up in an all-day frenzy of pleading and shouting and bodily mutilation, but no answer
came from their idol.

Then in the evening they heard the prayer of faith borne from the heart of Elijah to the throne of
God. They saw the answer of Jehovah as the fire fell and consumed the sacrifice, the altar of stone, and
even the water in the trenches. Fallen to the earth in penitence and humility, the people acknowledged
their wrong. From their hearts went up the cry, "Jehovah, he is God" (1 Ki. 18:39 ASV).

A Modern Application: Baal is abroad in the land today — not the old fish god of the Philistines
and Sidonians, but the god of human exaltation and lust of the flesh. His religion is voiced in the maxim,
"Whatever is, is right." It is further explained in the teaching, "Follow the earthly great and powerful, no
matter what they do. Do not be out of style.” This is the philosophy of "Political Correctness.”

This god has all but taken possession of even the religion that claims to be Christian. He has
branded the God of the Bible as "out of date" and fit only for the age of superstition. He is proclaiming
from the ivy towers of educational institutions and from the centers of social prominence that to be reli-
gious in the Bible way is a matter of ignorance and lack of sense. Like the Pied Piper of Hamlin, he
plays his tune in the halls of colleges, in the pulpits of fine churches, and echoes his claims from the lips
of the prominent and powerful among religious denominations.

But men and women of Elijah's type will fear God and keep His commandments, though ostracized
socially and belittled religiously. We must not think that days like Elijah's are gone. There is plenty of
opposition now, and discouragement and persecution for people who love the Lord and are willing to
serve Him. It takes different forms, but it is just as effective and deadly. A good old song says,

"Am | a soldier of the cross,
A follower of the Lamb;
And shall | fear to own His cause,
Or blush to speak His name?"

The Lord Himself has issued this challenge:

""For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, the Son of man also shall be ashamed of him, when he cometh in the glory of
his Father with the holy angels™ (Mk. 8:38 ASV).

- Batsell Barrett Baxter, 1916-1982, Preacher, teacher, elder, church of Christ




