|THE BULLETIN—VOL 46, NUMBER 14, April 5, 2020
SERMONS THIS SUNDAY:

AM: Ed Kelleher
PM: cancelled

A Warm Welcome awaits you at all our services. Come see!

-IENESTCOLUMBIA WEST COLUMBIA
IE-IURCHOFCHRIST CHURCH OF CHRIST

“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40b

THINK YOU’RE ALRIGHT WITH GOD?

"Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth,
take heed lest he fall." 1 Corinthians 10:12

BETTER CHECK THE BOOK TO BE SURE
“... the word that I have spoken,
the same shall judge him in the last day” - John 12:48

"It is good to be zealous always in a good thing'" -Galatians 4:18
(but make sure it’s the RIGHT thing!)

SERVICES
JOIN US IN 0 AN Rin
. . Sunday 10 AM Bible Study

West Columbia Church of Christ PRACTICING Sun(lil:y 91“1 AM ., 6 Pli/[ eAstslérr}lbly
1701 Augusta Road NEW TESTAMENT  Wednesday 7 PM Bible Study
West Columbia SC 29169 CHRISTIANITY Office Phone (803) 794-5320
www.WestColumbiaChurchOfChrist.org TODAY, Nursery provided

COME SEE! INFORMAL BIBLE STUDY

Any Time On Request
Everyone Welcome!
Bring your friends & Bible questions

EVANGELIST
Other than the members
none at present time
Full time man wanted

BULLETIN EDITOR
Ed Kelleher
Office Phone (803) 796-8858
E-Mail: Ed@macro-inc.com

“PREACH THE PREACHING THAT I BID THEE”

God does not commission men to preach without telling them what to say. He does
not leave them free to select anything which a passing whim might suggest. Men, in light
of their own limited wisdom, are incapable of formulating a system of dependable
teaching. "Oh Jehovah, I know that the way of man is not in himself; it is not in man that
walketh to direct his steps' (Jer. 10:23 ASV). Men, apart from the leadership of divine
revelation, have ever gone farther and farther into the meshes of sin and paganism.

When the Lord sent Jonah, the son of Ammitai, to Nineveh, He commanded him to
"preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee" (Jonah 3:2). The prophet was not left to his
own will and resources to originate a message for the Ninevites. His instructions were
specific. The Lord did not, in a general, indefinite way, tell him to "preach” to Nineveh.
Rather, He said specifically, "preach... the preaching that | bid thee."

Jonah was limited to what God said. He could not add; he could not subtract; he
could not devitalize his message by "toning it down." He must thunder into the ears of the
Ninevites the severe and startling message, "Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown" (Jonah 3:4). This very thing he did on reaching "that great city." His
preaching produced results. “Nineveh ... repented at the preaching of Jonas” (Matt 12:41)

The messengers of God, whether human or divine, or both, have always been limited
to the will of God. They have had, and have, freedom to speak only within the will of God.
Of Jesus it was written, "Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of
me), to do thy will, O God" (Heb. 10:7).

Jesus said, "I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is
just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me" (John
5:30). Again, "My doctrine is not mine, but His that sent me' (John 7:16). ""As my Father
hath taught me, I speak these things" (John 8:28). "I have not spoken of myself; but the
Father which sent me, He gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should
speak" (John 12:49).

These Scriptures show conclusively that Jesus spoke and did only those things which
the Father commanded. His freedom of action to do and teach was limited by God's will.
The Spirit of the Lord was upon Him, because the Lord had anointed Him to preach. But
He, even though He was the only begotten Son of God, could preach only the good
tidings the Father authorized Him to proclaim. God was the Author of His message.

— (Continued on page 3)

"it is good to be zealous always in a good thing" -Galatians 4:18
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[“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER?” - James 5:16

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Merrie Chrismus, Margaret Herring, Pat Joyner, Jan Kelleher,
Gwen Pittman, Barbara and Melvin Reeder, Stephanie Rigney.

Until further notice, all meeting are cancelled except, Lord willing, the church doors
will be open at 11 AM each Sunday for the worship assembly. This assembly is
broadcast on Facebook and it is recorded for later viewing.

For help connecting to this, please call Connie Richbourg 413-8533.

“And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread,
Paul preached unto them * - Acts 20:7

The Bulletin is sent to an email list and posted each week on the church website.
We’re also mailing the bulletin each week to those without computer access .

We need news on members, how they’re doing and any needs they might have.
Members are calling each other, which is a good thing we all should be doing! Some
members don’t have family they can count on for help.

If you have news on members, please share it with Paula Kennedy, by call or text
to 260-2000 or by email KennedyPaulaM@Gmail.com. She will summarize it on
Fridays to be included in the next bulletin.

Here are some who aren’t connected electronically and need to be checked on by
phone regularly. Call them, see how they’re doing and then let Paula know also.

e Judy Corneilus  606-6401, 2402 Breeze Rd, Cayce 29033

e PatlJoyner 807-9332, 5 Chicorana Rd, W Cola 29169
Michelle, her grand daughter, is visiting from Texas for a couple of weeks and helping her out.
Pat’s washer overflowed and she’s having flooring replaced.

e Margaret Herring 926-1786, 1146 Pinecroft Dr, W Cola, 29169
Was in her yard, saw a snake, drove it off then fell, managed to get up leaning on a tree, then
fell again and broke several bones, including her hip. She is hurting, but in good spirits knowing
God loves here. She doesn’t want to be a burden on the church, and has someone coming in 3
times a week, but misses hearing from the church. Please give her a call AND send her a card or
letter. If you're able to get out, see if you can take her anything.

e Barbara Reeder 834-4265, 216 Burlie Ct, Apt K, W Cola 29169
Misses the church and meetings. She’s not able to get out. Some members have been
bringing food. Others are very much needed to help in this also: Canned meats, Spam, bread,
apple juice, canned fruit, bananas, peanut butter, squeeze bottle jams (strawberry). Leave them
on her door step. Give her a call, send a card. Coordinate with Martha or Dawn.

The effectual fervent prayer of righteous man availeth much." - James 5:16

"It is good to be zealous always in a good thing' -Galatians 4:18

| “PREACH THE PREACHING THAT I BID THEE” - (Continued from Page 1)

The Holy Spirit is limited in His teaching to the will of the Father. In giving the promise
of the coming of the Spirit, Jesus said of Him, "The Comforter, even the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance
all that I said unto you... He shall guide you into all the truth; for he shall not speak from him-
self; but what things so ever he shall hear, these shall he speak: and he shall declare unto you
the things that are to come" (John 14:26; 16:13 ASV).

The Holy Spirit, as a teacher, is limited to the will of God, "what things so ever he shall
hear," in His instruction. Apostles and angels, likewise, can proclaim only the message of
God. "But though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach unto you any gospel other than
that which we preached unto you, let him be anathema" (Gal. 1:8 ASV). The curse of God
rests upon the angel or man who dares to deviate from the teaching of the gospel.

If God will not permit apostle, or angel, or the Holy Spirit, or even His own Son, to de-
part from the message He has authorized, it certainly should not be difficult for us to under-
stand that we are not allowed the freedom of setting aside or of perverting the gospel of
Christ. God has commissioned us to preach the gospel, and we are not at liberty to preach
anything else. We cannot mutilate the gospel, except at the peril of our own souls and of
those who hear.

This gospel is the faith once for all delivered unto the saints (Jude 3). It is the sound
doctrine (Titus 2:1). It is the only word that is able to build us up and give us an inheritance
among all those who are sanctified (Acts 20:32) and it must be faithfully transmitted from
one generation to another. "The things which thou hast heard from me among many wit-
nesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also" (2 Tim.
2:2 ASV). It must be taught fearlessly and faithfully. "Speak thou the things which befit the
sound doctrine" (Titus 2:1 ASV). "Hold the pattern of sound words which thou hast heard
from me" (2 Tim. 1:13 ASV). And, finally, "If any man teacheth a different doctrine, and con-
senteth not to sound words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which
is according to godliness; he is puffed up, knowing nothing, but doting about questionings and
disputes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, wranglings of men
corrupted in mind and bereft of the truth, supposing that godliness is a way of gain" (1 Tim.
6:3-5 ASV).

All faithful and sound preachers proclaim the doctrine, or teaching, of Christ. They are,
therefore, doctrinal preachers. Every preacher that God has authorized was a doctrinal
preacher — he proclaimed the teaching of God. The time has come when many professed
Christians do not relish "doctrinal preaching" — the very kind, and, in fact, the only kind that
is divinely authorized. No one can be a faithful preacher who is not a doctrinal preacher.
The kind of preaching that is needed first, last, and all the time is doctrinal preaching —
preaching that condemns sin in every form, preaching that sets forth the whole truth,
preaching that distinguishes the New Testament church from the various denominational
bodies. This kind of preaching will not please worldly-minded church members, but it will
please God and save lost men and women. Regardless of circumstances or consequences,
we must "preach... the preaching that | bid thee."

A man's usefulness as a gospel preacher is determined much more by his knowledge
of God's word and his willingness to proclaim it boldly and faithfully than by his academic
attainments and his ability to please men.

- Benton Cordell (B.C.) Goodpasture, 1895-1977, Gospel Preacher




