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SERVICES
 Sunday 10 AM  Bible Study
Sunday 11 AM  Assembly

Wednesday  7 PM  Bible Study
Office Phone (803) 794-5320

Nursery provided

INFORMAL BIBLE STUDY
Any Time On Request

Everyone Welcome!
Bring your friends & Bible questions

EVANGELIST
Other than the members

none at present time
Full time position open

BULLETIN  EDITOR
Ed Kelleher

Office Phone (803) 796-8858
E-Mail:  Ed@macro-inc.com
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JESUS: ONE BODY—ONE CHURCH!

“And hath put all things under his feet,
and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,

Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.” - Ephesians 1:22,23

A Warm Welcome awaits you at all our services.  Come see!

SERMONS THIS SUNDAY:
AM:  Daryl Macon
PM:  no assembly

JOIN US IN
PRACTICING

NEW TESTAMENT
CHRISTIANITY

TODAY,
COME SEE!

“God will render to every man according to his deeds” - Romans 2:6

WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.”  Luke 6:40b
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THE SILENCE OF THE BIBLE
There has been a great deal of discussion on "The Silence of the Bible."  Some have emphasized the

respect we should have for the authority of God by respecting the silence of the Bible. Others have
taught that where the Bible is silent, we have a right to speak.  The issue is, "Does God give to man the
right to teach and practice in the name of Christ anything about which there is no divine revelation?"  Has
God given sufficient guidance in all affairs that pertain to the work and worship of the Lord?  Has He left
some things to the wisdom and judgment of man?  How shall we know what has been left to the
judgment of man in the work and worship of the Lord?

If, by His silence in revelation, God has granted to man the right to teach and practice some things,
then there opens a field of strife and division.  Man cannot agree with his fellows as to what must be
brought in, and no greater source of division can be found than the different standards of men.

The Bible clearly teaches that man should not add to the word of God.  "Ye shall not add unto the
word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish from it, that ye may keep the commandments of
Jehovah your God which I command you." (Deut. 4:2).  Here we learn that Jehovah would not let the
children of Israel add to nor take from anything He had commanded them.  Jehovah had given the law,
and it was sufficient to guide them in all of their work and worship.  They were to let the law stand,
without additions, subtractions, or alterations.  This enforced upon them to respect God's silence on any
subject.  If they could not add to or take from the law, they were not to impose human judgments upon
the people. To do so would be to add to or take from the law. T hey had to respect the silence of Jehovah
on the work and worship they were to perform.

The New Testament teaches the same principle: "I testify unto every man that heareth the
words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto them, God shall add unto
him the plagues which are written in this book: and if any man shall take away from the
words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life, and
out of the holy city, which are written in this book." (Rev. 22:18-19). This demands that man
respect the silence of divine revelation. No one is permitted to add to or take from the teachings of the
New Testament.  It will not do to say that the above quotation applies only to the book of Revelation. God
would not forbid one from adding to or subtracting from only one book in the New Testament, but would
also grant man the privilege of adding to and taking from other books.

This principle applies to all the books of the New Testament.  Other teachings show this to be true.
"Now these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and Apollos for your sakes; that in us
ye might learn not to go beyond the things which are written..." (1 Cor. 4:6). These Corinthians were thus
forbidden to go beyond the things that were written. They were to respect the silence of God — the
silence of the Scriptures — and not make any alterations. God would not forbid the church at Corinth to
"go beyond the things which are written," and at the same time grant other churches to add what they
pleased or to leave off anything they did not wish to teach or practice. . - Continued on Page 3

NON-CONVERSIONS OF THE BIBLE
One soul is worth as much as another in the sight of God. Neither God nor Christ has made any

difference in the evaluation of souls. Neither should man.
God is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34) and is not willing that any should perish; He wants all to be

saved (2 Pet. 3:9). Christ is a universal Saviour. He died for the sins of the world (1 Tim. 2:6). He came to
earth "to give his life a ransom for many" (Mk. 10:45). "For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal
life" (Jn. 3:16 ASV). The gospel was to be preached to "all the world" and "to the whole creation" (Mk.
16:15 ASV). All were to have equal opportunity to hear the gospel and be saved.

By "non-conversions" we mean the ones who have heard the gospel, understood it, but refused to
accept it — those who have had access to the blessings of the gospel but refused to accept them. The "non-
conversions" had the same opportunities to be saved as the redeemed. They heard the gospel, but declined
or postponed accepting it. God did as much for them in bringing the gospel to them as He did for those who
accepted it.

They cannot complain that God, Christ, or the Holy Spirit were partial to the converted. The same
gospel which is the power of God unto salvation (Rom. 1:16-17) was preached to them. Often they were in
the same audience and heard the same sermon by the same Spirit-guided preacher. The unconverted, so far
as we know and can determine, had the same degree of intelligence. Some of them may have had a higher
degree of intelligence than did some who were converted. No distinction was made in the presentation of the
truth. Why, then, were some converted and others not? No divine agency is responsible for one being in the
unconverted class.

There is an element of dishonesty with all who belong to the class of the unconverted. When one is
brought face to face with the truth and recognizes the truth, but will not accept it, that one is dishonest with the
truth. The dishonesty may be attributed to prejudice or to some other ground, but it is still a case of
dishonesty.

Every intelligent, responsible person owes it to himself to become and be what is possible for him to be.
Christianity will make of everyone just what God wants him to be. The highest type of manhood and
womanhood is a Christian character. When one can acquire this and will not, that one is dishonest with
himself.

Again, one owes it to his family, neighbors and fellow citizens to become and be the highest type of a
citizen. A Christian citizen is the highest type of citizenship. When one has an opportunity to become and be a
Christian citizen, but will not, that one is robbing the community in which he lives of the kind of citizen that he
should be.

Moreover, everyone who bears the image of God owes it to God to become and be such a servant of
God as it is possible for him to be. He has received the blessing of God and owes God his life of service. The
highest and most important obligations in life bind us to God. He has taught us how we may meet these
obligations. - Continued on Page 3



“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER” - James 5:16
REMEMBER IN PRAYER:  Barbara and Melvin Reeder, Pat Joyner, Merrie Chrismus,

Margaret Herring, Jan Kelleher, Jamie Sheppard
· Judy Cornelius is back safely with her sister Brenda. Jones is back from Florida.

We’re glad they’re all back safely. Prayers work.
· Katie Kennedy is in much less pain from 2 broken shoulders, but she’ll be starting

rehab soon.  Paula is helping getting her dressed.  Keep them both in your prayers.
· Pray for all these, and our search for an evangelist to help us with the work of the

Lord here at West Columbia. Give thanks to God for his goodness and love for us.
“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” - Acts 2:42

· Fellowship luncheons, the men would like restart, possibly on 2nd Sundays.
· Meeting each week now! At the building, Sunday AM and Wednesday PM.
· Bible Studies! Please join us Sunday 10am in Psalm 36 and Wed 7pm in Acts.
· MEN! Contact Jones and volunteer to help with prayer, Lord’s table, singing, etc.
· INVITE SOMEONE TO VISIT US! Give them one of the church cards that are on

the table in the foyer.  If you take some, please use them.
· See the thank you and visitor cards on bulletin board in foyer
“Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth

fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.” - John 15:2
“God will render to every man according to his deeds” - Romans 2:6

REGARDING DENOMINATIONS
“Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: And when he had found him, he

brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled
themselves with the church, and taught much people.

And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.” - Acts 11:25,26

“Every denomination (Catholic or Protestant) had its origin this side of the New Tes-
tament. Every denomination has something in its teaching or practice that marks it as
different from the church of the New Testament. Otherwise, it would not be a denomi-
nation.

As it was possible for an undenominational church to exist at Antioch, so it is possi-
ble now. Any church  today that has the same faith and practice as did the church at
Antioch (and other faithful New Testament congregations) is not a denomination, but a
church of Christ”.—David Pharr, Gospel Preacher

“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the
same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined to-

gether in the same mind and in the same judgment.” - 1 Corinthians 1:10

NON-CONVERSIONS OF THE BIBLE —(Continued from Page 1)
When we can become like His Son and honor His image that we bear, but will not, we are dishonest

with God. It is not enough for one to be honest with himself or with his neighbors. He must also be honest
with God.

In nearly every audience we find two classes of people — the converted and the unconverted. During
the days of the apostles, every opportunity was given to instruct the people by preaching the gospel to them.
In many instances the hearers divided themselves into two classes — the converted and the unconverted.
When the gospel was preached to them, "some believed the things which were spoken, and some disbe-
lieved" (Acts 28:24 ASV). The responsibility of the unconverted was as great as that of the converted. The
opportunities were as wide open to the disbeliever as to the believer. The hearer became his own judge as to
whether he would be put in the class of the converted and saved, or in the class of the unconverted and
unsaved. Preachers of the gospel at that time made it clear that the unsaved were responsible for their condi-
tion. "And Paul and Barnabas spake out boldly, and said, It was necessary that the word of
God should first be spoken to you. Seeing ye thrust it from you, and judge yourselves unwor-
thy of eternal life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles" (Acts 13:46 ASV).

The first gospel sermon in its fullness was first preached on the day of Pentecost. About 3,000 were
converted. Others heard the same gospel, saw the same miraculous manifestations, but were not converted.
The promise was to all of them, but not all would accept the invitation.

Many heard Peter and John preach the gospel on the porches of the temple. Some became disciples
of Jesus, while others became enemies of Jesus and persecuted Peter and John.

Stephen preached the same gospel that Peter preached. He was a man full of the Holy Spirit (Acts
6:5). Stephen spoke the truth of God with boldness and preached the gospel as God's power to save. His
hearers understood what he preached, but instead of accepting it, "they gnashed on him with their
teeth" (Acts 7:54). About 3,000 were converted on Pentecost and blessed Peter for bringing to them the gos-
pel, but those who heard Stephen stoned him to death. The difference in the two classes is seen in the atti-
tudes they took toward what was preached.

There are some outstanding cases of non-conversion. Paul preached the gospel with power to Bar-
Jesus and Sergius Paulus. One believed and the other disbelieved. Elymas the sorcerer withstood Paul and
sought to turn aside Sergius Paulus "from the faith" (Acts 13:6-8). These men had equal opportunities, equal
ability, and equal responsibilities. Therefore, each was accountable to God for his acts. The sorcerer could
have been in the class of the saved, but he chose to remain in the class of the unconverted.

Felix and Drusilla heard Paul preach the gospel. Paul reasoned to them "of righteousness, temper-
ance, and judgment to come," and Felix understood. He was even terrified and "Felix trembled and an-
swered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee" (Acts
24:24-25). They never accepted the gospel, but died in their sins. The convenient season never came.

Agrippa and his wife, Bernice, heard Paul preach Jesus and Agrippa was so impressed with it that he
said to Paul, "Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian" (Acts 26:28). But Agrippa was never
fully persuaded. He was very near the kingdom of God — almost persuaded — but chose to remain in the
class of the unconverted. Agrippa, with all others of the unconverted class, had no one to blame but himself.

It is sad for one to judge himself unworthy of eternal life; however, his judgment was correct, for any-
one who hears the truth, understands the truth, but refuses to obey it, by that very act judges himself unwor-
thy of the blessings of salvation. The unconverted are thus, by their own judgment, worthy of the condemna-
tion they deserve.

- Henry Leo Boles, 1874-1946, Gospel Preacher

“God will render to every man according to his deeds” - Romans 2:6


